 Kingdom of 

AN Tir

 Hunt Guild 

[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.jpg]


The

Aucupium

“Man-hod I am, Therefore I me delyght/ 

to hunt and hawke, to nourish up and 

fede the greyhound to the course, the hawkes 

to th’ flight/ and to bestryde a 

goode and lusty stede”  

Volume I           Issue 1

12th Night AS XXXIX

Premier Issue

From the Editor

Greetings!

I am Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL).

I am not a hunter, but one of my talents is Persona  Development. I hope  to learn a lot about hunting practices for my various personas;  it is my hope to bring to you information to help you learn about the hunting practices for your personas as well.

This is the premier issue of The Aucupium which means “bird-catching , fowling, hence, in general hunting”, in Latin.

The purpose of this Newsletter is to include articles, facts of interest, book reviews, and anything to do with hunting, hunting personas, and all aspects of the Hunt in Period. We are trying to include everyone and every interest. Thus, we will have topics covering fishing, equestrian, coursing, mounted archery. You name it, and  we hope to cover it!
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I will be asking people for articles and  submissions are welcome  from anyone in the Known World.  Look for my info in the back of this issue.  This will be a quarterly Newsletter and will come out at An Tir Kingdom events. You can also go  to the Hunt Guild website and E-List to print off newsletter copies for distribution in your kingdom. 

I hope you will enjoy this forum, Happy Hunting!

Regards,

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)

Editor

12/01/2005

This publication,  The Aucupium, is

 not an SCA Corporate publication, 

nor does it delineate 

SCA Corporate policy. 

From the Minister of the An Tir Hunt Guild

I have to thank my predecessors , HL Samira Umm' al Harith (now in Midrealm) and Lady Amberly for getting  the Guild established in An Tir and for maintaining it for the past several years. I am honored to be chosen to carry on with their efforts.

The ultimate goal of the Hunt Guild is to help focus people on a big part of Everyday Life in our Period: animals and hunting. To further this goal, I have set up a Guild ranking system based on Persona Development and personal knowledge of Period Hunting.  The Guild ranks are listed elsewhere in this issue.; more information on the ranks is on the Hunt Guild website. (see listing under weblinks)

For those folks who would like to participate, they can as HUNTER AND HUNTRESS (i.e., Medieval Archer, Equestrian, Spearman, Trapper, Falconer, and any other Huntsman). The fun part about this is that you do not have to really be a hunter. If you are, then that may be more helpful to understanding better how things are done in Period.  However, all you really need to do is  the research and then to  present it  for the guild challenges.http://donwenna.homestead.com/HUNT_GUILD.html

Join the Hunt Guild E-List and join the fun! http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HUNT_GUILD/
Ever in Service,

THL Donwenna La Mareschale
From the Royal Equestrian of An Tir
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To the Known World’s equestrians, greetings:

When equestrians who are new to the SCA find out that they can play SCA with their horses, the first question they ask is “What equestrian activities are there?”  Here in the kingdom of An Tir we have trail rides, martial tournaments, jousting, mounted boffer combat, and mounted archery.  Now with  An Tir’s Hunt Guild we have yet another challenging activity to explore; the Hunt Guild will be researching and promoting the skills of the hunt both for equestrians and non- equestrians alike.  The scope of the Hunt Guild goes well beyond  just the equestrian community; with hounds, hawks, and even ferrets included, I am excited at the possibilities.

Whether you are just trying to have some Period fun with your horses or you are actively exploring authentic Period horse culture, the Hunt Guild has the potential of opening up new opportunities for equestrians throughout the SCA.  With the online availability of the newsletter to the entire SCA, the Hunt Guild can enrich the whole society.  Well done Baroness Anastasia, Editor, and HL Donwenna La Mareschale, Guild Minister!

Ride safely, ride well,
THL Agelos Evienece
Royal Equestrian
Kingdom of An Tir

[image: image2.png]



HUNT GUILD LEVELS are :

Novice Hunter 

(everyone can enter at this level; simply show an interest in developing a hunter persona)

Varlet de Vénerie 

(Entry-level Hunter/Huntress)

Aide de Venerie 

(mid-level Hunter/Huntress)

Veneur 

(Highest Level Hunter/Huntress)

AN TIR Hunt Guild Regulations and 

Etiquette  for Coursing 

  

A. REGULATIONS FOR HOUNDS HANDLERS/OWNERS

1. The owner or handler entering a hound in a coursing event does so at his/her own risk and agrees to assume responsibility for any damage to facilities or persons caused by his/her hounds.

2. The owner or handler must complete a 'Lure Coursing Registration' listing each hound participating.

3. Every individual who has not attained the age of majority in his/her state, and the state in which the event is held shall present two copies of the 'Minor Waiver and informed consent to participate' signed by his/her parents or guardian.

4. At the discretion of the Hounds master, a minor may course a hound. It is advised that his/her Legal Guardian be  present and watching and the minor and parent have spoken with the Hound master to understand the hazards and risks involved in this activity.

5. Handlers shall behave in a courteous and chivalrous manner and with due consideration for others at all times.

6. Multiple or single lures may be used.

7. The use of live lures is expressly forbidden, and is not in keeping with society intentions, no matter how authentic.

8. It is strongly recommended that hounds being entered for the first time be coursed single. This will help to reduce confusion and assure that they are following the lure and not another hound.

9. Handlers shall be responsible for collecting their hounds at the end of each run. No further runs shall be made until all hounds have been retrieved.

10. Handlers are responsible for keeping their hounds under control at all times. Loose hounds which are not on the course constitute a danger and distraction and are grounds for dismissal.

                                                                

11. All participation is to be of a non-competitive nature with a view to demonstrate the beauty and nature of each hound. There shall be no winners or losers, only well loved pets. Wagering on pets is specifically prohibited.

12. All Coursing Activities are to be conducted in such a way as to minimize risks to spectators and hounds, by the use of barriers, flagging, or constables where necessary.
13. Handlers and all personnel shall treat hounds humanely; the excessive punishment or striking of the hound or other such cruel behavior will not be tolerated and should be reported to the Hound master at once.

14. Handlers are responsible for providing adequate food, water, rest and shade for their hounds.

15. All hounds which are known to bite must wear a muzzle. These should be of a type which provide adequate ventilation .

16. All hounds being brought to an event must have a copy of Certificate of Rabies as proof of current rabies vaccination.  Other vaccinations may be required as the discretion of the Event Autocrat. It is advised to keep health records updated.

17. An attempt at presenting a period appearance should be made. Hounds should be well groomed and turned out with as much care as possible.

18. A Hounds man may not  course a hound under the influence of Alcohol or any other intoxicating substance. The Coursing Field  is 'DRY'.

19. Hounds are personal property. Although an owner may allow others to use or borrow his/her hound, he/she may also at any time request the return of that hound to him/her self for any reason, and may do so without explanation to, or hindrance from any person. 

20. Every SCA event conducting any Coursing activity must have a Certified Hound master on site. Any Branch wishing to have Coursing Activities but not having a Certified Hound master should contact the Hunt Guild a minimum of thirty days in advance in order to arrange for a Hound master to be at their event.

21. Every SCA event having any coursing activity shall arrange for an 'on call' Veterinarian in the area of the site.

                                                   

B.  COURSE REGULATIONS

1. Hounds may be coursed as singles, in couples or in packs of three. More than three hounds on a course at one time is dangerous as they tend to crowd in the corners and may bump each other causing falls and possible injury.

2. Each and every Hound master shall walk the course and verify that the course is properly staked and free from hazards in so far as possible.

3. A trial run of the lure shall be made and the equipment checked before the course is opened to the hounds.

4. A run-off area must be maintained between the stopping point of the lure and the drive unit in order to ensure the safety of the hounds, should they overrun the end of the course.                                                                 
5. At the discretion of the Hound master, the direction of the course may be reversed for second heat running, to prevent the hounds from anticipating the line of travel.

6. The lure operator shall question the handlers in the following order; 'Hounds men ready?' All handlers will respond clearly with a yes or no. Then when all respond 'yes' , the Hounds man says :'Hold Your Hounds" .  The handlers will maintain control of their hounds until the lure operator signals 'Tally-ho!' at which time they may slip their hound, and carefully move to the opposite side to retrieve their hound at the end of the course.

7. The lure shall remain in motion, maintaining a substantial lead at the discretion of the Hounds master. Reasons for stopping the lure are to prevent injury to a hound that has become entangled in the string or to allow a hound which has lost sight of the lure to regain sight again.

8. The lure will be inspected after every course and replaced if necessary.

C.  SAFETY AND COURSING 

ETIQUETTE

1. Never disturb a hound or it's gear without permission of it's owner, unless a dire emergency is at hand. This particularly applies to feeding or watering them as well.

2. Keep in mind that virtually all hounds will scratch and/or bite, so don't assume that a hound is friendly. Hounds should be monitored to keep unwanted attention away.

3. When you hear HOLD, come to a halt as quickly as you and your hound can.

4. Dew claws should be wrapped with tape or vet wrap to prevent tangling and injury.

5. Always clean up after your hound. This will keep the autocrat happy and encourage the site owners to have us back.
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(Adapted from the original Midrealm proposed Coursing Charter written and used with permission from Lord Corin the Huntsman    hntsman1@mindspring.com who freely evolved them from Baron Master Beowulf Gordon)
Book Review

The Art of Falconry 

by Frederick II of Hohenstaufen 
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This book was written in 1248 by Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, when he was king of Sicily and Jerusalem. It was translated from Latin to English by Wood and Fyfe in 1943. I have the 3rd reprint from 1969. This was a massive undertaking of a most important work by an emperor who immersed himself in the sport of falconry. 

Some chapters of interest to Equestrians: “Of the training of Falcons on foot and on Horseback”, and “The Falconer on Horseback and his equipment”. I especially enjoyed the specific direction on how to dismount and mount when carrying a falcon on the fist.  This book has 640 pages with all practical information. It is a  must for any collection on Period hunting.

Submitted by THL Donwenna La Mareschale
Some Hunting Links

Ancient and Medieval Falconry

http://www.r3.org/life/articles/falconry.html
An Tir Hunt Guild        

http://donwenna.homestead.com/HUNT_GUILD.html

Artemisia Hounds

http://www.artemisia.sca.org/stables/hounds.htm
 Bibliotheca Accipitraria

     ( Huge resource for Falconry)

http://users.cybercity.dk/~ccc12787/bibacci/cult.html
An Tir Equestrian Website

(Contacts,Regulations, and Calendar)

http://www.antir.sca.org/Offices/Marshallate/Equestrian/index.php

HAGINBALDS
The Arte of Medieval Faulconry
as Practiced in a Modern World

Gathered by long practice and experience 

and published
for the delight of noble mindes, and instruction of
young Faulconers in things pertaining 
to this Princely Art.

By Eule von Haginbald. Gent.

a.k.a. Steve Hemphill, Master Falconer 
Chap. I.

4,000 years ago, somewhere on the plains of Central Asia, a man captured a falcon to test her predatory spirit.  He trained her, fed her and set her free. In search of prey, she soared higher and higher.  From far above the clouds she spotted her quarry and made her kill.  But then she did not fly away from the man, instead she shared her catch with him.  On this occasion, long ago, was born the art and science of Falconry.

Little has changed in the sport of Falconry over the past 4,000 years.  Although it has been the subject of shifting popularity and restrictions, interest continues.  It is this relationship between Falconer and bird that has fueled my interest in the sport for over 30 years.

As a student of history, I have researched the historical aspects of Falconry and have tried, encumbered by the numerous restrictions our modern world imposes, to trap, house, train, and fly my falconry birds in the manner of a medieval falconer. 

It is my intention, with my practical experience as a guide, to educate the reader in the methods of practicing the medieval art of falconry in the modern world and demonstrate how they compare to the original.

I must clarify that I am licensed to practice falconry by both the state (Texas) and federal (United States) governments and to experiment with these methods without the proper permits is a violation of state and federal law.

“He who would be fully instructed in falconry must be proficient in the feeding, the attendance upon, the training, and the domestication of falcons, and in teaching them how to capture their quarry.  He must also be well acquainted with numerous other responsibilities connected with these tasks, all of which are discussed in this book.  Only then can he be regarded a worthy member of the guild and deserve to be called by the name Falconer.” 1

Chap. II.

History

Falconry, one of the oldest partnerships between human and animal, dates back at least 4,000 years to the Middle East, although other experts claim the sport had its inception in Asia even earlier. In Falconry, a raptor is trained to capture and kill wild game.  Other animals have been trained for hunting, most notably dogs, but Falconry is unique in that it relies on wild, rather than domesticated, animals: only the ancient use of trained cheetahs in Asia is analogous.

“Moreover, as regards other forms of hunting, which so many follow with enthusiasm, they are less noble because they depend merely upon the use of artificial implements, such as nets, snares, traps, hunting spears, javelins, bows and slings or they are carried on by means of four-footed animals, both tame and wild, such as various sorts of leopards, dogs, lynx, ferrets and other beasts.” 2
Because raptors could not be bred in captivity until the 20th c., hunting hawks have never been more than a single generation from the wild.

In the centuries before firearms, a trained falcon or hawk was the best way of catching flying birds.  It was not, however, the easiest way of gathering food.  For this reason, Falconry was largely the sport of the idle rich, people who could afford to spend the time and money to keep, house, and train birds that brought little in the way of practical reward.

In fact, the nobility often made it illegal for the lower classes to fly hawks, at least those species that were capable of catching game worth eating.  

The 15th c. Boke of St. Albans, which sets out the hierarchy of Falconry, followed through much of the Middle Ages and plagiarized during the Renaissance, notes that raptors such as gyrfalcons and peregrines could be flown by only the highest ranking men.  Servants, if they wished to participate in this sport of chivalry, could fly a kestrel, a small falcon capable of killing little more than mice and sparrows. 

 In many countries, there were harsh penalties for overstepping class bounds with hunting hawks; in some cultures, for a peasant to take a peregrine chick from its eyrie could result in death.


           Caccia Federico II

Social Rank & Appropriate Bird

as Delineated in The Boke of St. Albans
Emperor:


Golden eagle, Vulture  & 





Merlin

King:



Gyrfalcon

Prince:

 
Female peregrine

Earl of high nobleman:
Peregrine

Baron:



Tiercel (male) peregrine
Knight: 


Saker falcon

Squire:


Lanner falcon

Noblewoman:


Female Merlin

Yeoman or landed gentry:
Northern goshawk

Page or yeoman:

Eurasian hobby hawk

Priest:
Female Eurasian sparrowhawk

Holy water clerk:
Musket (male Eurasian sparrow hawk)

Knave, servant or child:
Eurasian kestrel  3
Falconry was more than a status symbol in medieval life.  As a sport it was pursued with a fervor far exceeding that of any sport in the 20th c. - people even brought their hawks to church.  The nobility spared no expense when it came to their falcons.  One 13th c. ruler, Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II, built mews for housing his falcons that were as elaborate as castles; he also wrote the 6 volume De Arte Venandi cum Avibus (The Art of Falconry), which, until the 20th c. was the definitive work on the subject.  Even the clergy took part with abandon; the Boke of St. Albans, for instance, was written by an English prioress, Dame Juliana Barnes.

Falconry was even more extravagant in Asia.  Marco Polo reported in 1276 that when Kublai Khan went hunting (carried by elephants because his gout was acting up) his contingent included more than 500 bird of prey ranging from gyrfalcons to golden eagles, tended by 10,000 falconers on horseback.

Falcons, especially gyrfalcons and peregrines, were the objects not only of sport but also of diplomacy, and even war.  No self-respecting noble went on campaign without his falcons and falconers in attendance.  Treaties were sealed with the gift of rare raptors, and captive princes were on occasion ransomed by payments of rare hawks.  Especially prized were white-phased gyrfalcons from Greenland, a small but lucrative trade item for Viking colonists on that island.

Chap. III.

The Birds

Many different species of raptors were available to the medieval falconer due to the favorable migration routes through Western Europe.  However, only a few select species were sought as Falconry birds:

Golden Eagle

(Aquila chrysaetos)

“Bird of Jove” is one of the many aliases given to the king of birds, highly prized in Rome as the legendary messenger of the god Jove and thought to have thunderbolts in its talons as it sped across the heavens.  Weighing approximately 7 pounds, with a wingspan of 6 feet, Golden eagles have long been considered among the premier birds of the sport, but their size and strength make them daunting - even dangerous - to work with.  

“If a large eagle were actually employed in venery and mounted into the air, the falconer’s other birds would be alarmed and from fright of the larger bird would refuse to do their duty.” 4
The long, thick talons of the rear and inside toes are the size of grizzly bear claws and can penetrate up to three inches into its victim.  A golden eagle has enough strength in their talons to pierce a man’s skull.  These fierce raptors are capable of taking prey well beyond the reach of other birds, however, and in Asia teams of eagles have for centuries been flown against deer, antelope and even wolves.

Gyrfalcon

(Falco rusticolus)

 
Royal, majestic and magnificent are just a few descriptions of the largest and most northerly member of the falcon family.  It was the pure white Gyrfalcon that was reserved for and flown by the kings of Europe.  Even today, tremendous prices are paid by some Middle Eastern falconers (at one time up to $100,000) for one of these birds.

“It is difficult to decide what colors are most to be desired in gerfalcons, as there exist fine specimens with all shades.  In our experience the rare white varieties from remote regions are the best.” 5
Due to its larger size, the gyrfalcon lacks the maneuverability of its smaller cousins, but it more than makes up for this with its powerful flight.  In straight and level flight, the Gyrfalcon is much faster than a Peregrine.  Because of this, a low-level, direct pursuit is its chosen hunting tactic.  The Gyrfalcon is primarily flown at pheasant, grouse and duck. 

(Falco peregrinus)

Throughout history, the Peregrine Falcon has been the bird of choice among the falconry elite and is supposedly the fastest animal on earth.  This bird, in a full vertical stoop, has been clocked at speeds of over 160 miles per hour.  Commonly called a “Duck Hawk”, this bird’s diet consists of birds that are usually caught on the wing.

“Peregrines are smaller falcons, but their build and superior hunting qualities allow them to rank with the best of the gerfalcons…” 6
Peregrine falcons were flown against gray herons, an exceptionally large target, although grouse, wood pigeons and rooks were common prey.

Saker Falcon

(Falco cherrug)

By some accounts, the Saker Falcon is considered one of the best raptors for falconry.  The Saker falcon is similar to the Gyrfalcon in wing and tail measurements but is slightly built and does not weigh as much as the large arctic falcons.

“The saker falcon ranks next in size to the gerfalcon, 

although it is not quite as large.  The head is large and round; but the beak is relatively short, the body is proportionately more slender and longer, the wings and tail are longer, the breast 

is less fleshy and thick than in the gerfalcon,
and the toes are shorter.” 7 

These birds not only take avian prey but ground quarry as well, making this species a very well rounded falconry bird.

Lanner Falcon

(Falco biarmicus)

This species, similar in size to the Peregrine falcon, is found in southern Europe and northern Africa.  

“Lanner falcons are smaller than true noble falcons and they have in comparison to their bodies a thicker head and throat than other falcons.  They are long, slim and not fleshy; their talons are small and their toes thick, short and golden yellow.” 8

These falcons primarily prey on smaller avian quarry such as pigeons and upland gamebirds but have been known to take smaller sized ducks on occasion.

Merlin

(Falco columbarius)

Traditionally a noble lady’s bird, the Merlin was also a sought after falconry bird for the upper nobility due to its blinding speed and ferocious nature.  Weighing less than a pound with an 18” wingspan, the Merlin is a versatile hunter.  They are as adept at high-level stoops as they are at low-level, straight-on pursuits.  


“She is a courageous and hardy Hawk, flying with greater fierceness and more h


otly than any other bird of prey; so that she will venture to fly the Partridge, 


Heathpowt and other birds bigger than herself, and pursue them eagerly even 


into villages and Towns.” 9 


Merlins resemble scaled down Peregrines with large black eyes. Small birds make up almost all of the Merlin’s diet with skylarks making up the falconers’ 

favorite prey.

Goshawk

(Accipiter gentiles)

Although Falconry was the pastime of the idle rich, the Goshawk was the bird that put food on the gentry’s table. Easily recognized by its blood-red eyes, the Goshawk is bloodthirsty, savage, ruthless and elegant, and is the largest and most powerful of the Accipiters.

“Some Goshawks are swift of flight, which in pursuing and catching their prey trust to the swiftness of their Wings, others fly slow, and win what they get by policy: None of them but by industry may be trained up to, and made good for somewhat.” 10

Famous for its tenacity in the pursuit of a wide variety of avian and ground quarry, the Goshawk was a favorite of the medieval falconer.

Common Kestrel

(Falco tinnunculus)

Also known as the Rock Kestrel, this petite yet colorful falcon is small and very high-strung.   Flown only by the lowest class, this bird preys primarily on insects, small snakes and mice. However, they were trained to fly against larger quarry such as sparrows, starlings and songbirds

.“The Sparhawk though a demy-creature, yet for her spirit and mettle is worthy to march in the best company; Nay, there is no better Hawk than she, if she be kept, as she out to be, lusty and strong.  Besides, he that knows how to man, reclaim and fly a Sparrow-hawk, may easily know how to keep and deal with all other Hawks.” 11

A hunting tactic unique to Kestrels is its ability to hover in place for extended periods of time while scanning the ground, then diving for a suitable meal in a classic falcon’s stoop.
Red-Tailed Hawk

(Buteo jamaicensis)

The Red-Tailed hawk was not a species known to the medieval falconer in Western Europe.  This species is common throughout North and South America and is one of the more versatile hawks used in falconry today.  Weighing approximately 2-3 pounds, with an average wingspan of 3 feet, these birds normally prey on ground quarry such as cottontail and jackrabbits, however, they can be effectively trained to take quail, pheasant and other upland gamebirds.  The Red-Tailed hawk is one of three species of raptor that can be flown by an apprentice falconer in the United States today.

Baywing Hawk, a.k.a. Harris Hawk

(Parabuteo unicinctus)

The Harris Hawk is another species of raptor that the medieval falconer would not have had available to fly, although had it been available to him, it too would have been a prized falconry bird.   First thought to be merely a scavenger, with no practical use for falconry, the Harris Hawk has enjoyed a popularity across the world that few period species would have known.  The only social raptor, the Harris Hawk is arguably the easiest species to train for falconry.  Capable of taking a variety of quarry including avian and mammal, this species is capable of taking 10 pound jackrabbits with ease.

(Donwenna’s note: I was unable to include the actual pictures from Baron Eule’s document in this edition, so these pictures were my own addition; I apologise for any discrepancies from his original. The next installment of chapters IV—VI will be in the May Crown Issue 2005 and should have the original pictures in it)

Master Eule and Katy

(Baron, OL of Ansteorra)

eule@ecpi.com

Upcoming events

Of Interest to Hunt Guild members

9/30-10/02/05 Second Knowne World Animal Symposium 
THL Samira Umm’ al Harith, Houndmaster of the Huntly Pack (The Queen’s Pack) in Midrealm, is teaching Hound classes. It will be  held in the Midrealm, (Henry, Il), about 100 miles SW of Chicago. Contact Samira  e.bain@att.net
June 24-26, 2005  First Annual Summer Hunt.

Held by the Incipient shire of Earnrokke in AnTir and Autocrated by THL Donwenna La Maraschale and THL Agelos Evienece at their Manor. Contact them at drdonna@pioneernet.net
List of Contacts

An Tir Hunt Guild Minister

THL  Donwenna  La Mareschale, 

Donna DeBonis, DVM

250 NE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-240-8888 (ask for Dr. DeBonis)  drdonna@pioneernet.net
Hunt Guild Editor

(send submissions here)

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)

Marilee G. Humason, 

18724 12th ave NE Shoreline, WA 98155 

206-365-0413  stasiwa@yahoo.com

Royal Equestrian of AnTir

THL Agelos Evienece

Dave Cadwell 

agelos@pioneernet.net
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