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“Man-hod I am, Therefore I me delyght/ 

to hunt and hawke, to nourish up and 

fede the greyhound to the course, the hawkes 

to th’ flight/ and to bestryde a 

goode and lusty stede”.  
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From the Guild Administrator

ON the Wild Side

Greetings from Donwenna, Minister of the Hunt Guild

Talk about successful mergers! This is the second issue of the Hunt 

Guild Newsletter and features Lord Liam O'Shea of Midrealm
 (aka, 'the fish dude').Liam and I met online when we discovered 
last fall that we both shared the same goal: that of promoting medieval hunting within the SCA.  Liam came from the viewpoint of the fisherman and had compiled the most incredible set of hunting resources at his website: The Medieval Sportsmen Compendium of Knowledge. Thanks to Liam, the Known World Hunt Guild can boast of the most successful collaboration I could have ever imagined.

It all started last fall. I had just taken over as Minister of An Tir's 

Hunt Guild and decided that the Guild needed a website http://donwenna.homestead.com/HUNT_GUILD.html and an E-List

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HUNT_GUILD/ Liam and I were promoting our separate medieval hunting type E-lists almost simultaneously on some 

other E-lists and I found out that everywhere I was advertising the Hunt 

Guild E-list and website, there was Liam talking about his new e-list,

furandscales. So I sent him an email introducing myself and the next 

thing you know we were talking for hours on the phone about how to promote medieval hunting in the Current Middle Ages.

Thanks to Liam's website, I had a solid set of resources to offer those

folks doing hunter persona development for the Hunt Guild. Liam in turn

began to explore other types of hunting besides fishing. Thus, I 

expanded the profiles of the Hunt Guild to include fishing as a form of hunting. Shortly thereafter, Liam brought out the bow he had made & is now 

thinking of doing archery, so he joined the Hunt Guild as both a fisherman and archer. Liam's website is now hosting the online copies of the Hunt 

Guild Newsletter on his website, when I told him I was running out of 

web space. After discussing the benefits with me, he combined the furandscales E-List membership over to the Hunt Guild E-List so that we now share over 80 members across the Known World

Thanks to our concerted efforts, the Hunt Guild website now has over 

1075 hits since its inception in Nov 2004.  Because everyone is welcome to join the Hunt Guild, individual Kingdoms can set up chapters just like Arachne's web has for lace makers. So our Kingdom Contacts webpage shows the 9 people who are spearheading the efforts to form local Hunt Guild Chapters in their Kingdoms. 
One of the ways of promoting the Hunt Guild is to  sponsor a Hunter A&S Contest. Information on such a contest is listed elsewhere in this issue as are the Kingdom Hunt Guild Contacts.

Ever in Service,

THL Donwenna la Mareschale
From the Editor

Hopefully everyone is gearing up for the summer season and the Summer Hunt! We are planning some wonderful things so if you aren’t sure whether you want to come, check out the website and see all the activities that are being planned.

As usual, if you are interested in anything and everything send it along so we have something to publish!

Thanks for your support and we look forward to seeing you all at the Earnrokke Summer Hunt!
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Regards,

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)

Kingdom Bardic Champion

From the Royal Equestrian
Of An Tir
Greetings to the members of the Hunt Guild: 

As the Equestrian Marshal in Charge of the Summer Hunt in Earnrokke, I would like to talk about the equestrian portion of the Summer Hunt.  Up until now equestrian events have been oriented towards either riding for pleasure or the martial skills of the equestrian.  Where the Summer Hunt differs from equestrian events in the past, is it emphasizes the skills of hunting from horseback.  In addition to all of the other activities that there will be at the Summer Hunt, we will have a hunt course.

The hunt course will have an assortment of targets and obstacles to challenge the mounted hunters among you.  Hunters may use any period hunting weapons like spears, javelins, bows or slings on the course although I would not recommend chucking rocks at the bear, it just makes them mad. The point of the hunt is to bring in game so you will not get points for using a sling against the more hardy game unless God is really on your side.

Riders of all skill levels will be able to compete on the course.  No one will have to push themselves or their horses to the extent that they feel uncomfortable or unsafe.  The point of this event is to have fun.  There will be a series of obstacles that the riders may choose to go over or around.

Because real game animals usually don’t stand still like the targets do the points that you get for accuracy will be modified by the time you spend on the course.  The faster you complete the course the greater your bonus will be.  Of course if you go so fast that you don’t get any points for hitting the targets, the bonus won’t do you much good.

This course will be considerably different from the challenge courses that we have done in the past so there will be a chance to familiarize your horses with the elements of the hunt course.  We will be bringing some of the targets to the Midhaven horse practices and there will be an opportunity on the day before the hunt to try the course.

So if you want to try something different from the traditional challenge course, come on out and have some fun at the Summer Hunt.

In Service, 

THL Agelos Evienece
Royal Equestrian
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GUILD LEVELS are:
(Hunters include fishermen as well)
Novice Hunter 

(Everyone can enter at this level; simply show an interest in developing a hunter persona)

Varlet de Vénerie 

(Entry-level Hunter/Huntress)

Aide de Venerie 

(Mid-level Hunter/Huntress)

Veneur 

(Highest Level Hunter/Huntress)

Russian Hunter

This is from a Website called

The National Hunting Academy (NHA) 

It is the scientific and educational establishment with two tasks: 
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Training in national and classical kinds of hunting; 
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Assistance in the preservation of the animal world
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http://www.hunting-academy.com/enpage.htm
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Auntie Anastasia’s Recipe Page

For to make the Hagges

Take the mawe and wasshe hit clene and let him soke in water also, & the guttes of the same dere and slytte them faire and scrape them cloene & washe them clene and let them lie in water all a night, or els as longe as ye maye, and then caste them into a faire potte with brothe freshe, and cast ther to a quatite of Noumbleis, some of the herte, and some of the Kidnes & a great quantite of suette for to make them fate Inough, & when that it is bolied al together Inough, then ley them vpon a fayre borde, and cast therto fayre gratid brede and perseley feayre picked and a litel sauerey and time& faire yelkes of Egges aboute. vi. or vii. In on, and the powther of Peper and saffron but not to moche, lete them haue sumwhat a browne cullor, and then take. ii. Knifes and hewe the small and then take the Hagges gut that I spake of before and putte the same stuffe therin, but fyll him not to full for he wyl swell, pricke him, close him and caste in a potte and gefe him a boyle, and let him soke a while, & take him vp & ley him in a disshe and cute of the grette ende that is pricked, & loke that he be fatte Inough with in himselfe, & cast brothe aboute him and serue him ofrth for a good Hagges.

This recipe taken from:

Wyl Bucke, His Testament

1548

This recipe is dedicated to my dear student Lord Volund and his friend Craig.
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HAGINBALDS
The Arte of Medieval Faulconry

As Practiced in a Modern World

Gathered by long practice and experience 

And published
for the delight of noble mindes, and instruction of
Young Faulconers in things pertaining 

To this Princely Art.

By Eule von Haginbald. Gent.

a.k.a. Steve Hemphill, Master Falconer 
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Chap. IV.

Equipment

Glove
Because the talons of a falcon are the tools with which she captures and kills her prey, it is necessary for the falconer to adequately protect his hand when some type of glove.  The glove has traditionally been worn on the off hand so that the dominate hand can be used for hooding, attaching the leash and other necessary tasks.  The vast majority of gloves have simply been made of leather.  The falconer’s glove can be as simple or as decorative and elaborate as the individual chooses. 
 “…it should reach to his elbow and be wide enough to be drawn off and on with ease.  It must be made of stout leather of a quality that will not permit the talons of the falcon to cling to it and thus be easily pierced by the beak or claws.  When the falcon is thrown from the hand, she will rise more freely from such a properly fitting glove.” 12
For smaller species, such as the Kestrel or Merlin, almost any leather glove will offer the hand sufficient protection.  For the average sized species, such as the Peregrine or Gyrfalcon, a gauntlet style glove that protects up to the middle of the forearm is used.  This glove usually had a double thickness of leather along the right side of the hand and on the thumb to better protect the hand from the bird’s talons.  For golden Eagles, a double thick layer of horsehide from hand to shoulder is required.

Jesses

Jesses, the leather strips attached to the falcon’s legs, have always been used as a means of securing the falcon to the glove or perch.
“Jesses are really leather snares to be placed on the legs.  They are used in holding the falcon and are released when the falcon is slipped.  When this is done the falcon is prevented from flying off without the consent of the bearer.  The jesses also serve as an attachment for the leash.”  13
Originally, jesses were permanently attached to the bird by means of a twisted knot or other arrangement.  The modern falconer, however, is legally forbidden to use this type of jesse in favor of the “Aylmeri” style which can be removed by the falcon should it become lost to the falconer.

Leashe

Leashe form of tie, approximately 12” long, made of rope, leather or other suitable material, which attaches at one end to the jesses via a swivel and at the other end to the glove or perch.

“The leash is a long leather strap, by means of which falcons are secured to a perch and held fast under all conditions.  It is fashioned from strong soft material cut the same width throughout except at one end, where it is a little narrower.”  14

Perches

The perches on which hawks and falcons rest are of several sizes, adapted to the particular needs of the birds (i.e. size, species and temperament.  The block perch is generally furnished for birds while weathering outside, however they were not usually found in the mews (hawk house) where the low and high perch were normally used.

The block perch was commonly made of either wood or stone and is constructed so that when the falcon is on her block; her tail feathers do not touch the ground and become frayed or broken.  The upper surface is smooth, sometimes covered in soft cloth or leather.  The entire structure resembles an inverted pyramid atop an iron spike driven into the ground.  Located around the spike is a ring to which the falcon’s leash is attached.  When the leash is pulled in any direction, it runs around the ring and does not impede the captive bird’s movement.

The high and low perch are similar in design except for height.  Each is constructed of wood, approximately a foot wide at the top and as long as the falconer wishes to accommodate as many birds as are in his care.  The high perch was constructed on a level with the falconer’s eyes so that he may inspect its surface. Although not used in period, today’s high perch usually has a curtain or apron suspended from the front of the perch to the ground to allow the bating falcon to climb back easily to the top of the perch.  The low perch was raised high enough from the ground that the tail feathers of the falcon would not be damaged by touching the ground.

Bells

 Falconry bells, next to the hood, are easily identifiable falconry accessories.  These too were an innovation brought back from the Crusades, which helped revolutionize falconry in Western Europe.  With a pair of slightly discordant bells attached, the falconer could easily determine the situation of his bird.

“These bells have several uses.  The falconer knows at once from their ringing that the falcon has flown down from, or fallen off; the perch and can hurry to her assistance.  The bells can also be heard form a long distance wherever the bird happens to be so that she may more easily be found when lost or out of sight.  From the character of the bell notes the expert knows whether his bird has sprung off the perch, is scratching herself, or is biting her jesse or the bell near it.” 16
Lure

Traditionally, as today, the falcon lure was used as a 
means of calling a falcon back to the falconer or to exercise her.  The falcon lure is a symmetrical arrangement of wings attached to a stuffed cylinder of leather roughly approximately the shape of a bird. During the early stages of training a falcon, the falconer teaches the bird to immediately return to him when he produces the lure.  Although the lure resembles a prey bird, it in no way actually fools the falcon into believing it is a live animal.  Instead, through extensive training and food association, the falcon knows that it will receive an adequate meal if it returns to the lure.  Learning how to use the lure is an art in itself as it can be effective or useless to the extent that it is in line with and compliments the natural flight-style of the species of falcon involved in the pursuit of game.

Chap. V.
Housing

Mews

The traditional housing for falconry birds is the mews. Usually a multi-bird facility, the mews could sometimes be as elaborate as castles. 

The basic requirements for the mews were to provide shelter for the falconry birds away from harsh weather, predators and unwanted human intervention.  Much more than simple cages, the mews allowed the birds not only enough room to stretch their wings but also were large enough to allow the bird to fly.

Its chief utility has always been that of a refuge for hawks during their moulting season – a shelter where they can be properly cared for while undergoing the annual change of their plumage.  Although commonly employed for this purpose, it is also used as a day and night roosting place for these captives, fledglings or adults, wild or trained, hooded or sighted, sick or well.”17

Modern law contains very strict guidelines on the construction of these facilities and must be inspected by a government representative before a falconry permit is granted.  Although period mews were built using a variety of materials and architectural styles, I chose to construct my mews using period timber framing techniques. In timber framing, massive timbers are cut and framed together using time-tested mortise and tenon joints. Due to the restrictions placed upon this sport, however, I was required to construct the facility based on specific guidelines set forth by the State and Federal governments.  This, unfortunately, precluded me from constructing the mews using completely period materials and techniques. However it did offer the challenge of designing and constructing a facility that met both the regulatory requirements as well as my historical and aesthetic interests.
Chap. VI.

Trapping

Eyass

There are two times during the year that falcons and hawks are taken for falconry training.  During the late spring months, when the chicks are being raised by their parents, a suitable bird is taken from the nest.  This type of bird is referred to as an eyass.  The falconer must teach this bird to fly and to hunt so the eyass becomes imprinted to the falconer and can never be released back to the wild.  This type of bird will have a closer bond with the falconer but can manifest a variety of bad habits such as screaming, mantling and other aggressive behavior.

Passager

The other time of year is the fall when the birds are migrating south for the winter.  These birds are called passagers. Each fall, falconers from the courts of every feudal lord and king in Europe would travel to a small village in Brabant (today, the Netherlands), named Valkenswaard, to attend a spirited medieval auction, bidding against each other for the best specimens caught that year.  The falconer ideally traps a juvenile bird, which is much more susceptible to falconry training than a mature bird.  The passage bird is more likely to leave a falconer; however these birds already possess adequate hunting and flying skills as they have survived several months in the wild on their own.  As I have only trapped and trained passage birds, I will limit this paper to discussion on acquiring this type of bird.

Traps

Attempts to capture raptors for use in falconry have led to ingenuity through many centuries.  Simply capturing a hawk or falcon is not enough to serve the purpose of the sport.  The bird must be caught without damage to even a single feather.  The individual conducting the trapping must also have at least a fundamental knowledge of the steps of a bird of prey as well as thoroughly understanding the nature and habits of every species sought. There were several types of traps and methods used in period for trapping wild raptors.  Several of these are still the preferred methods of the modern falconer.

The bownet is made up of two, spring loaded, half circle bows which are covered in a fine net.  The bait animal is secured in the center of the open

 net.  Once a raptor stoops the prey and bends its head to eat, the bownet is triggered remotely by the hidden falconer.

The Dho-gazza is a finely woven net suspended between suitable poles.  The object is to have a stooping falcon fly into it while intent on the bait animal located on the ground midway between the upright poles.  When hit the net collapses and falls to the ground with the falcon completely snared in the mesh.  This type of trap has changed little in the last five hundred years except for the introduction of nylon as the material for the netting itself.

The pigeon harness is simply a fitted leather corset, covered with properly tied nooses, placed on a strong, well-conditioned pigeon liberated somewhere near a hungry raptor. The harness is placed on the bait bird and is tethered to a weighted object.  The bait bird is then free to attempt 

flight, which will attract the attention of any raptors in the area.  The raptor will stoop at the bait animal and its talons will become ensnared in the nooses.

Post Trap Treatment

Once trapped, the next steps are crucial for the falcon’s safety and first impression of the falconer.  The falcon will do everything in her power to escape the device that is ensnaring her as she is helpless and vulnerable on the ground, so the falconer should approach slowly and carefully to minimize the stress on the bird.  First, she is removed from the snare, her feet and talons are bound and then she is placed within a sock to secure her wings.  The freshly caught falcon is now gently restrained.

The falcon is then transported to her training area where she is inspected, treated for any conditions that may need attention and fitted with her new clothes.  At this point, the medieval falconer would seel the falcon, which temporarily blinds her to her surroundings.  Seeling is performed by sewing the lower, outer eyelid to the upper lid. Although seldom used by the modern falconer, seeling helps minimize stress on the freshly trapper bird and allows her to be more easily trained.

Next, the medieval falconer would feel the bird’s keel, or breastbone, to determine what condition, high or low, she is in.  If the keel is sharp, she is in a low condition and may be suffering from some unknown malady or simply hasn’t eaten for a while and may be more receptive to feeding. 

If the keel is hard to define, then she is in a high condition and may not respond to food for a few days.  The modern falconer will also feel the bird’s keel and weigh her several times a day for the first several weeks.  Next, her anklets and jesses are placed around her legs and a leash is attached.



        (Look for the last chapters in the July issue!)
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Fishy Heraldry

     Lord Liam O’Shea


The use of fish in Heraldry is a fascinating subject, capable of beguiling antiquarian, historian, Herald, and fisherman alike.


Most Heraldry books offer little, if any, scattered references to fish, or fish seen from the eye of the Herald.  In Heraldry, dolphins, whales, mermaids, shellfish, and other such creatures- either real or fictitious are all considered to be part of the ‘fish’ category.


It appears that the earliest heraldic device concerning fish is that of the Zodiac sign Pisces.  This sign is said to be representation of fishing on the Nile, where the season generally starts in February.  The symbol for Pisces can be found on the west entrance to Iffley Church in England.  Iffley is considered one of the most beautiful examples of Anglo-Norman architecture to be found.


As with all Heraldic devices, placement and positioning is a necessity. Fish are no different.  There are four terms used when determining this for fish.  The term, along with a short definition appears below.
1) Naiant- swimming (horizontally) fess wise, head to dexter (left as viewed)

2) Hauriant- rising, or swimming vertically upwards

3) Uri(n)ant- diving, or swimming vertically downwards.

4) Endowed- swimming horizontally, but with a bend upwards in the middle
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NAIANT                HAURIANT          URINIANT                ENDOWED

Bearing that in mind, the four devices below, pulled from various Heraldic lists, could be changed, and ‘blazoned’ as seen below with different terminology.

1) Azure, three fish (head to top) 1514    COULD read ‘Azure three fish Hauriant’

2) Gules, two fish erect 1498 COULD read ‘Gules two fish Hauraint’        ,

3) Per pale or and azure, two fish erect counterchanged COULD read ‘per pale or and azure, two fish Hauriant and Uriniant counterchanged...
4) Azure, two fish or, fess wise, (facing left and right)   COULD read  ‘Azure two fish or, Nariant counterchanged’   see example below

Let’s take a look at the most common fish found in Heraldic devices, starting with the Dolphin.

Dolphin:  The dolphin is considered by most heralds as the chief of all fishes. Of all the fishes that can be named, the dolphin was used most extensively.  It is important to note that being considered ‘chief’ the dolphin is always shown in Heraldry to be ‘endowed’. This is automatically implied, and not necessary to be stated in the blazon.


A few examples of the dolphin’s use in Heraldry would include the Fishmonger’s company. and was also adopted in the 15th century by the Greek printers of the House of Aldus.  It was also the symbol of the Greek empire.


The dolphin also appears in the arms of the Dauphin.  This is known as a play on words, or ‘cant’, in Heraldic terms.  The marriage of Mary Queen of Scots to the Dauphin of France was at one time indicated as the Dolphin and Dolphiness of France.

Pike:  The scientific name for pike is (esox Lucius), commonly called Lucy.  it is the luce of heraldry.  The Lucy family, dating back to the 12th century, bore as their arms   3 golden Pike (lucies).
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Salmon:  The Severn is known and famed for its salmon.  It’s no wonder, then, to find them in the arms of the family of Gloucester. You can also find the salmon in the city seal of Kingston on Thames.  Nova Scotia resembles Scotland both in name and arms. The older coat of arms bare three thistles in gold about a Salmon.

Trout:  Heralds choose the finest specimens applicable when beginning their design process. Trout is famed for its beauty, and is frequently found in devices.  It is presumed that a trout is intended when no specific fish is named in the blazon. Therefore, you can replace the word ‘fish’ with trout and imply no disrespect.  The city of Stafford on the Sow has long been known for its trout and grayling.  The town’s corporate seal bears a trout in its device.


It is important to stress to all seekers of historical angling knowledge that it was here that Izaak Walton was borne.

Canting, or the play on words, has been briefly discussed earlier in this work, with the examples of ‘dolphins and Dauphins’, and ‘luce and Lucy’.  This is by no means limited to fish.  You could find examples of canting any time that a name, or title, has similarities with others beasts.  However, without the use of canting, several fish would have never been found on a device.

Grayling:  The grayling can be found in the arms of the families of both the Greyliy and Grelly of Lancashire.

Barbel:  The seal of the Earl of Surrey, of the 14th century had arms ornamented by two barbels.  This came to pass when the Earl married a daughter of Henry, Count of Bar. The House of Bas was merged by marriage, and Henry’s arms was ornamented with two

barbels.
 Bream:   Izaak Walton (1593-1683) is, without question, the most well known angling writer in history.  His book, The Compleat Angler, published in 1653, is said to be bested by number of separate publications, by only the Bible. The Compleat Angler has over 300 printings at the time this article was written.  While writing of the Bream he states, “But though some do not, yet the French esteem this fish highly, and to that end have this proverb, “He that hath bream in his pond may bid a friend welcome.” Bream are found in most lakes and rivers in Europe. Walton takes much time describing the fish, locations, best time to fish, and the making of various pieces of equipment.  There is, however, a philosophical side to the book, and the writer.  Walton’s own introduction to the book reads, “For angling may be said to be so like the mathematics, that it can never be fully learnt; at least not so fully that there will still be more new experiments left for the trial of other men that succeed us.”
Three Bream are the canting arms of the Essex family in Breame.

Carp and Roche were two other fresh water fish that were found to be mentioned.  Although they were used, their use was sparse as no actual family devices, or examples could be found which could be directly listed here.

Salt water fish, besides the dolphin were also used, but were not quite as popular as the fresh water varieties.  Examples of such fish were the shark, mackerel, haddock, whales, sprats, and eels.

Below is the Woulfe family Coat of Arms. The Coat of Arms contains a winged black stork above the shield. a wolf under an oak tree with fish below.  It is suggested that the fish may refer to the family owning fishing rights on Shannon River. 
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Liam O'Shea is a 15th century Irishman
Although he spends his time between Mainz 
and London studying the art of Printing, he 
still finds time for his favorite love - the art 
of angling. Bill Kenton is a Systems Operations
 Analyst for a large Midwest bank.  He spends 
time looking for ways to help foster youth 
activities and interests in the SCA, as well 
as furthering the knowledge of medieval
 hunting and fishing.  He still, however, finds
 time for his favorite love- the art of angling.  
Feel free to visit my angling research page.
  www.farreaches.org/fishing  

 

 

 

The Celestial Pack I

“General”
When he heard the horn sounding, Duke Jafar went to the throne room. Bowing to the man sitting there, as befitted one King to another, he said, “Your Majesty, I hear that there is a new addition to Our Pack. Would you join me in greeting him?”

King Osis gathered his cloak around him and descended the steps. “A sad day for one of our subjects,” he said. “Do you know who it is, and what brought him here?”

“Tethrason’s General, from cancer” replied Jafar. 

“Too many come that way,” said Osis. He shook his head. “Have you called the Pack?” 

“I have, My Lord,” Jafar answered.

Together, the two warriors approached the Rainbow Bridge, as a group of greyhounds fell into line at their heels. Slowly, hesitantly, an old brindle greyhound approached the Bridge from the other side. Osis gave Jafar a small push.  “Go on” he said. “He was one of yours. It is fitting that you be the one to greet him.”

Jafar crossed the Bridge and reached down and gently scratched the old hound’s ears. “Welcome, General,” he said softly. “Would you honor Us by running with the Celestial Pack until the time that Tethrason joins you?”

General looked into Jafar’s eyes and saw only kindness there. He looked past King Osis and saw the rest of the Celestial Pack, young hounds, and strong, all. He slowly sank down at Jafar’s feet, for it was obvious that his old, frail body would never keep the pace.” General,” Osis called, “All these hounds you see came here as you are now—sick, old, or injured unto death. When you cross the Bridge and join Us, you too will be young and strong once more.”

General looked at Jafar, who nodded. “It’s true, my friend,” he said. “Now, will you come and greet your new Pack mates?”

General stood up and walked by Jafar’s side as they crossed the Bridge. Once on the other side, Osis called each greyhound forth, one by one, to greet him.

“Aces High, of Midrealm”

“A-Me-Go, of Midrealm”

“Ariel”, of Meridies

“Colt, of Meridies”

“Cutie, of An Tir”

“Digger, of Trimaris”

“Duncan, of Midrealm”

“Erromani, of AEthelmearc”

“Lookin, of Trimaris”

“Madeline, of Artemesia”

“Magic, of Meridies”

“Muskrat, of Meridies”

“Pest, of Artemesia”

“Sheba, of AEthelmearc”

“Streaker, of Meridies”

“Stumah, of AEthelmearc”

“Sunni, of An Tir”

“Swift, of Midrealm”

“Velvet, of Midrealm”

As each greyhound came forward and touched General’s nose in greeting, he grew stronger and healthier. As the last hound greeted him, he realized that he was just as young and sleek, healthy and strong as all the rest. He threw back his head and started a joyous rooing, which all of the Celestial Pack echoed.

Jafar and Osis smiled widely at the sound. Jafar then swept his arm at the grassy fields stretching away from the Bridge. “A good welcome for a fine hound,” he said. “Now, there are rabbits in these fields that grow far too bold. I bid you all to go and chastise them!”

Duncan, the leader of the Pack, leapt away joyously. The rest of the Pack raced after him until all of them were in full stretch. General paused to give Osis and Jafar a happy wag of his tail before running after them, his belly low to the ground as he ran free and strong.

And Howl, O Hounds!! Howl mightily unto the Heavens, for General hath joined the Celestial Pack. Howl in sorrow at his leaving us, but howl also in joy as he runs now with the finest hounds in the Knowne World.

THL Samira Umm’ al Harith

May, AS XXXVIII

THL Samira Umm' al Harith , GdS (AnTir), CE (Midrealm) is a 13th C Bedouin from the Hejaz who was kidnapped and taken to England when her father made an extremely ill-timed pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1248. She now lives near York with the descendents of her father's horses and hounds that were taken at the same time.   

Edie Bain is a retired communications technician who ran away from home at the age of 55 and now lives in Kentucky with her horses and hounds. 
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Earnrroke’s Summer Hunt
held at Hunt Haven 
2163 Hastie Lake Rd
Oak Harbor
Whidbey Island, WA
 

June 24-26, 2005 
 

 

We are pleased to announce that Her Royal Majesty will be attending this event!

Hounds, Horses, Riders, Revelers, Falcons, & ferrets ~

all come  join us! 

It is Summer *Equinox* on our lovely island.....and we are graced by the beauty of the land and its creatures.

Listen to the hounds bay and the horns sound in the distance! Watch the hunters ride their horses across the fields as you enjoy a delightful repast. Archers, come shoot to your heart's content. This is an event for folks to sit back, feast, shoot archery, and be entertained by the animals.  Campers are welcome to stay all three days of the weekend. 

Animals are welcome at this event. See Pet Policy below.  Be sure to contact the autocrat to make space arrangements for your horse. Primitive site; potable water present, amenities within 10 minutes. All dogs must show proof of rabies vaccinations and must be leashed unless being raced or coursed. 

Autocrat: Donwenna La Mareschale  

Contact drdonna@pioneernet.net
360.320.2015 (10 AM till 5 pm)        360.240.1701 (6 pm-9 pm)

DONNA DEBONIS,  250 NE MIDWAY BLVD, OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

This is our first Incipient Shire event and a fundraiser for us as well. 

Site opens at  3 PM on Friday, and closes at  6PM on Sunday. 

Site fees

All weekend: $10 per adult and $7 for children 7- 18 years old. Children under 7 are free, mundane family cap of $30.  

Daytrip:

$5 per adult and $3 for children 7- 18 years old. Children under 7 are free, 

Make checks payable to our sponsoring branch:  BARONY OF AQUATERRA/ SCA INC and put 'Earnrokke '   on the memo line.  $3 nonmember surcharge applies for adults.  US funds only please.  

The site is a horse farm, and completely primitive. Bring your own water, and please pack out your trash. Sorry, no electricity is available. The site is wet.  Sorry, no pied piper as yet.

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS- The closest hotel  to the site is the Captain Whidbey Inn.

ACTIVITIES

"Hunters Lunch"  Contest sponsored by Baroness Anastasia
Two catagories: #1 Noble               # 2 Lower Class

This is to include foods that may have been taken with on a days hunt. Please include any dishes; carry-all or whatever might have been used to take your lunch in.  Documentation a plus. Once again, we would love to be able to print it in the Hunt Guild Newsletter. A Prize will be awarded for each catagory.

Best Dog Barding Contest for all dogs. Contact Baroness Anastasia
Two catergories : #1 Most period looking  #2 Most adorable

Criteria to include, appearance, best use of fabrics, best choices made for the dog, (comfort, style, etc.)

extra points if the barding is livery in your colors and arms, Documentation is  encouraged so it can be printed in

the Hunt Guild Newsletter for all to learn and enjoy. A Prize will be awarded for each category
FEAST  Information: Baroness Anastasia:   stasiwa@yahoo.com
Dancing and other entertainments, food and beverages.  Entrees will be venison pie and cornish game hen. Feast is by 
PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY: FEES : ADULT $7, CHILD 7-18 $6, UNDER 7 $3.   Make checks payable to our sponsoring branch:  BARONY OF AQUATERRA/ SCA INC and put 'Earnrokke feast'   on the memo line.  Mail to 

DONNA DEBONIS, 250 NE MIDWAY BLVD, OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

BARDIC COMPETITION :  Baroness Anastasia:   stasiwa@yahoo.com 
Come all to A Bardic Tournament!
After the Hunt Feast I will be hosting a Bardic Tournament. For those who are familiar with the format, it will be the same as usual with one change. For those who have never done this, here is how we do it.
It is done in rounds, bards are paired, and everyone gets two "deaths". The pairings are named, the next pair is asked to "stand ready" The bards decide who will go first. Each bard will sing, tell a story, do a poem, whatever they want. The point, however, is to follow the theme that is picked out of a hat. The change I am making is that when the pair is finished they are usually supposed to decide amongst themselves who is the winner of the round. I am having a separate mediator to decide this. I am doing this for a  couple of reasons. One: it takes a long time for two egoists to decide. Two: it is less embarrassing to have  someone decide for you. The mediator will base the winner on audience appeal, on how closely the theme was followed, and techniqual merit, ie, did they forget where they were? did they cover well? etc. No documentation necessary, this is a matter of repertoire. It can be period, SCA, Periodesque,
whatever you want. It is a chance for you to try new material, to use a fairytale that isn't period without getting nailed for it, etc.The Pairings will continue until we get to the final rounds, the last bard standing is deemed the winner and will receive a prize. The themes will be: Hunting, poaching, rabbits or hares, hounds or dogs, horses, dark haired women, feasting, stags/harts/deer, boars, coursing, racing, archery/bowing/bowman, hunters/huntsmen, fishing, fishermen, women hunters, Royal hunters, traps, snares, nets.
As you can see, there are quite a lot of themes. Usually more than we have rounds. They will all be put into a hat and one will be chosen after each bard has completed the round. So you don't know which one will be chosen, hence the need for repertoire. The first round however is always announced in advance so everyone starts out strong. The first round will be: Royal Hunters.
Remember, you can sing, play an instrument, tell a story, dance, do whatever Bardic thing you do, but try to follow the theme. Any questions, please contact me at stasiwa@yahoo.com
Hope to see lots of you there at the Tournament!
Regards, 
Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)
Kingdom Bardic Champion
 Arts and Sciences Competition in the Cloisters.

This information is to help promote the idea of medieval hunting and 

Hunter persona development in your kingdom.

Feel free to use this idea and elaborate on it. Be sure to post to the Hunt Guild E-list any interesting entries you have to this contest. The theme of the contest is Hunting Animals (with the knowledge and gracious consent of Honey War, which is featuring War Animals the weekend before us). What animals would your persona have hunted, or hunted with?  What skills or technology were used to hunt, breed, train, equip, etc. the 

animal(s)? How did artists or chroniclers describe or depict animals in the Hunt?

Entries MUST comply with site rules regarding animals/livestock, and 

The Arts and Sciences Contest will be held in the Cloisters, which is 

designed for tabletop or similar-sized displays, so feel free to bring photos of 

your work or use stuffed animals or something similar if your project is 

sizeable.

Prizes for the following categories

Best Traditional Entry:  Think about: what is the most traditional 

animal, or use of an animal, in the Hunt for your persona?

Most Unusual Entry:  Best Use of Animal Imagery: Decorate something 

with images of animals in the Hunt.

Best Entry by a Child (12 or younger)

Rules:

1. Entries must be received after morning court, in time for noon 

judging, on Saturday June 25 at the Abbey of St. Incipient encampment (aka, the 

Cloisters).  You MUST clear them away by 4 p.m. (we're feasting in the 

Cloister at 5:00pm)

2. Entrants are encouraged to display and/or work on their projects on 

site in the A&S area, in the manner of an Artisans Forum. This may help the 

judges see and understand what you're up to, and therefore may be to 

your advantage -- but we understand if you also need to duck out to go see 

some of the other cool and unusual stuff going on!

3. Entries should include documentation of 1-2 pages, with at least one 

primary source cited.

4. One person or group may enter multiple items.

 

Archery (Organizer wanted) Khaidu- temporary TAM. Hunters on foot will be able to use the Hunt Course 3D targets.  Winner is the person who gets the most game.

Equestrian:    THL Agelos Evienece  agelos@pioneernet.net
Equestrian reservations required:  HL Donwenna , drdonna@pioneernet.net 
There will be the first ever AnTir  "Hunt Course'" designed by HL Agelos, including mounted archery. You can ride the course as a Beginner, Intermediate or Advanced Rider. The goal is to be a successful hunter! Horse paddock space is limited, so reserve your space now.  Rental horses can be reserved only if you have rented from Lang's previously. Reservations close June 14, 2005 for rentals Contact HL Thorkel or HL Tara for more info. 

NEW --Dragons Laire's Equestrian Championship will be held on Sunday! Please contact 

Tara if you need to rent a horse for both days. 

Merchants:   Lord Arjay of EagleRidge Trading Post  gartner@whidbey.net
Space is limited -reserve early. Download merchant application here:

.

COURSING /DOGS--Contact Franco: equis_quagga@yahoo.com Lure Coursing demo. 

War dog races -  Contact Cameron of Clan Stewart caringvet@yahoo.com Prizes for the fastest!

Falconry-- Demo of lure work by Lady Morgan and friends. 

Critter races (Children race coordinator wanted -contact Donwenna to volunteer) (small children with fuzzy tails).

Flint-napping and Period fish lures demos

 

*Equinoxes* are Spring and Autumn & are  the days 

when the number of night hours EQUALS the number

of day hours.

*Solstices* are Summer and Winter &Summer Solstice 

is the longest DAY of the year, while Winter Solstice is 

the longest NIGHT of the year.

This is a punny way to refer to this event: meaning 

"Summer Night of the Horse"

  as in  "Summer Equus-nox."  I  hope you 

got the joke and will join us for the fun!

 

 

PET POLICY
THL Donwenna and the  CIC are responsible for keeping

resident livestock safe and SCA pet regulations enforced:

Unleashed dogs are prohibited. Dog owners must have proof of Rabies

vaccination with them, because we will ask them to provide it when they

arrive on site. A Rabies tag is NOT legal proof. Dogs are NOT allowed in the horse area at all. We will ask any person to remove their pet if it causes any problems. here. Pets cannot be left

unattended. Due to the hot weather, owners are cautioned to keep pets

well-hydrated. All pet stools must be immediately picked up and disposed of

in proper stool receptacles. Pets are not allowed to defecate/urinate within

camping areas. We appreciate pet owner’s efforts and understanding, as

resident livestock do have priority .

Horses must be vaccinated against EWEE, Tetanus, Flu, Rhino, and WNV and current on de worming. Horses must be kept in the horse area only. Horse manure must be picked up and disposed in the assigned receptacle/area.
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Directions

From the south or from the north of Mount Vernon, WA, travel on I-5  to the Hwy 20/Anacortes interchange.  Take Hwy 20 west, following the signs to Deception Pass and Whidbey Island (a left turn).  Go south on Hwy 20 towards Oak Harbor, following Hwy 20 as it winds over Deception Pass and then through Oak Harbor; continue south of Oak Harbor on Hwy 20. Look for Boon Road sign on the right---very soon after that, you'll see the street for us:   Turn right on Hastie Lake Road.  Follow Hastie Lake road almost to the end.  2163 Hastie Lake Road will be the driveway on your left.
FROM THE FERRY (SOUTH WHIDBEY ISLAND): Go north on HWY 20 towards Coupeville; continue north till you see Zylstra Rd on the left. Very soon after that, you'll see the street for us:   Turn left on Hastie Lake Road.  Follow Hastie Lake road almost to the end.  2163 Hastie Lake Road will be the driveway on your left.

Menu for the Summer Hunt Feast

Opening of the Feast with the Hart and the Hunter 

by Jake of Cedarholt

Course the First

Fresh Bread and Butter, 

Onion Tart

Herb Soup

Wherein Nasrudin Hodja’s Story of The Hunt 

is told by Agelos Evienece

Course the Second

Venison Pies

A Brave Sallat

Wherein the Arthurian Tale of The Hunting of Twrch Trwyth is told by Dane

Course the Third

Cornish Hens with Sauce Gamelyn

Little Herbs

Wherein the Tartar Tale Obdurman the Clever Huntsman is told by Khaidu Naranaimorin

Course the Fourth

Gooseberry Cream

Kurabiye

(Turkish Butter Cookies)

The Feast will end with the Celtic Tale of the Greyhound and the Green Girl as told by Volund

Upcoming events

October 2, 2005
THL Samira Umm’ al Harith, Hound master of the Huntly Pack (The Queen’s Pack) in Midrealm, is teaching Hound classes at the Second Knowne World Animal Symposium and will be held in the Midrealm, Henry, Il, about 100 miles SW of Chicagoon the weekend of September 30, 2005.  See Samira’s contact info below under Midrealm.
June 24-26, 2005 will be the 

First Annual Summer Hunt. This is sponsored by the incipient shire of Earnrokke in AnTir and Autocrated by THL Donwenna de La Maraschale and THL Agelos Evienece at their Ranch. For all info see:

 http://donwenna.homestead.com/SummerHunt.html

List of Contacts

An Tir Hunt Guild Minister
THL Donwenna de La Mareschale, 

Donna DeBonis, DVM

250 NE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-240-8888 (ask for Dr. DeBonis)  drdonna@pioneernet.net

Editor

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)

Marilee G. Humason, 

18724 12th ave NE Shoreline, WA 98155 

206-365-0413  stasiwa@yahoo.com

Royal Equestrian of AnTir

THL Agelos Evienece

Dave Cadwell

agelos@pioneernet.net
Hunt Guild Contacts by Kingdom

AnTir

Donwenna La Mareschale (Donna DeBonis)

Hunt Guild Minister

drdonna@pioneernet.net
360.320.2015

Ealdormere

Magnus Kjrr-Thorgierson (Chris Kerr)

KMoAS Ealdormere

ckerr@spectranet.ca
905-338-9642

Midrealm

THL Samira Umm' al Harith

Hound master, Huntly Pack,

Midrealm

e.bain@att.net
859-643-0321

Calontir

Mevanwy de Courtecadeno

guinefort@aol.com
greyt_girl@yahoo.com
West Kingdom

Siobhan ni Seaghdha, OP

Dianne Karp

240 Quarterhorse Circle

Reno, Nv 89506

dkarp@juno.com
775-969-3258

East Kingdom

Madra De DraganCru'b

(formerly Duchess Moruadh of An Tir Caillte)

Jess Barabe

508-673-4017

ChienNoir09@yahoo.com
East Kingdom Marshal of Hounds

Trimaris

HL Randwulf æt Blacwulveslea

Kingdom Marshal of the Hunt, Trimaris

lordrandwulf@yahoo.com
Artemisia

Mu'allemah Yasmeena, OL, OP, Cd'O, etc.

"The Equestrian Mistress"

Minister of the Royal Stables of Artemisia

Mounted Companion of the Lance of St. Anne

http://lanceofstanne.homestead.com/yasmeena.html
Aethelmearc

Pavla de la Satu Mare
(Paula Brewer)
BMDL Animal Activities Guildmistress
pavla@zoominternet.net
http://www.angelfire.com/pa5/bmdlanimals/
724-553-2198
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