The Aucupium

Man-hod I am, Therefore I me delyght/ 

to hunt and hawke, to nourish up and 

fede the greyhound to the course, the hawkes 

to th’ flight/ and to bestryde a 

goode and lusty stede”.  
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From the Editor

Hey!

I got the Third one out! Yippee for me!

Anyway, you will see a lot about the Earnrokke’s Summer Hunt in here because, well, frankly, it was a completely awesome and successful event.

We had our Queen and our Crown Princess;  they were pleased by everything people tried to do for them, which makes people such a pleasure to serve.

In spite of the many battles I had to fight, the feast went off  well .  I understand people liked it, although it is just kind of a blur right now. I am a professional caterer and that is the way events are for me. I am so focused on the food and getting it out, I don’t always know how it was received.

The Equestrian activities were such a joy to watch, and the many dogs on sight were amazing, and no serious barking or any turmoil!All in all, I hope it becomes an annual event, because I think it can only get better, and since everyone had such a good time this year, one can only imagine the time we can have next year!

Thanks so much for the support of the fine people of AnTir.

Regards,

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna  Andreeva (OL)

Kingdom Bardic Champion

From the 

Guild minister

ON the Wild Side

Greetings from Donwenna Minister of the Hunt Guild,

Keep an eye on the persona development aspect of the Hunt Guild. I intend to run the first set of official Hunt Guild Challenges at Earnrokke’s Hunters Moon Harvest the last weekend of October in AnTir. I will be firming up the criteria and gathering judges.

In AnTir we are lucky because we have a Kingdom Persona award called the Carp, and a Shire of Appledore Persona award called the Golden Swan, and we have several Laurels who got their awards for the high level at which they portray their personas, so I have quite a bank of judges to choose from.

For  more information on the Hunt Guild Persona Challenges go to:

http://donwenna.homestead.com/HUNT_GUILD_HUNTER.html

Ever in Service,

THL Donwenna La Mareschale

Dragon’s Laire Equestrian Champion

From the Royal Equestrian of An Tir

We of the Hunt Guild strive to explore the various aspects of  hunting in our period of interest.  On June 24th we held the first annual Summer Hunt in the Incipient Shire of Earnrokke.  At this event we had hawks, hounds, and horses representing different hunting methods.  Since my main interest is in equestrian activities I will concentrate on those activities at the Summer Hunt To simulate hunting on horseback, I created the 'hunt course. ' The weapons used on the course were the spear, javelin and the bow.  The course consisted of a path that included a small jump and meandered back and forth from one target to the next. It was a large course that covered about 2 acres.  The first element of the course was the small jump. Each rider had the option of taking the short route over the jump or taking the longer path around the jump. Next the rider  would receive a spear to hunt the boar (represented by the fiercest bale of hay we could find).  Rather than use the more common technique of pig sticking, we used the method for spearing the boar on the left side of the horse as described in period weapons treatises. From there the rider continued on and either received a javelin or a bow and arrows for the next stage We had four targets representing deer, wolves, and bear. of the course.  There was even an unfortunate peasant who had run afoul of the bear. Our hunters had to hit the bear without killing the peasant. The riders then continued on to the start finish line to complete the course. Because the targets stood still but the game they represented did not, I made this a timed course to add to the difficulty of the event.  The winner of the first annual Summer Hunt was THL Thorkel Harraldsson.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Guild Device

Hey! This space is blank!

We are announcing a contest to make a device for this Guild. Anyone can enter, even if you aren’t from this Kingdom!

Please submit your ideas on an official Heraldic form following all the proper guidelines. If you have a chance to get it checked by your favorite Herald for obvious flaws, extra points!

The winner will receive a small prize, (yes, we will mail it to you if you aren’t from here!) and the recognition in the Newsletter that you are a true supporter of the Guild!

Entries will be accepted until December 31, 2005 We would like to submit it and get it passed for the next year.

Please send your submissions to the Guild Minister:

drdonna@pioneernet.net

THL Donwenna de La Mareschale, 

Donna DeBonis, DVM , 250 NE Midway Blvd,

Oak Harbor, Whidbey Island, WA 98277
HAGINBALDS
The Arte of Medieval Faulconry

As Practiced in a Modern World

Gathered by long practice and experience 

And published
for the delight of noble mindes, and instruction of
Young Faulconers in things pertaining 

To this Princely Art.

By Eule von Haginbald. Gent.

a.k.a. Steve Hemphill, Master Falconer

(Ansteorra) 
Another shall tame the proud wild bird:

The hawk on the hand, until that fierce swallow
Becomes gentle; He puts foot-rings upon it, And so feeds the fettered bird, proud of its plumage,

Weakens the swift flyer with small pieces of food,

Until the Welsh falcon in its garb and deeds
Becomes humble towards its feeder

And trained to the young man’s hand.”

Manning is a gradual process that accustoms the bird to her surroundings and the methods I use follow the same techniques as those of the medieval falconer.

The hooded and jessed falcon sits upon the glove in a dimly lit room.  Using a feather, the falconer gently strokes and touches the bird while softly speaking to her.  Because the bird cannot see any threat, she comes to accept the falconer’s touch and becomes accustomed to the sound of his voice.  Once the bird is sufficiently calm, the hood is removed.  As expected, the bird will start at the sight of the threats around her and will bate furiously to escape them. The bird is gently placed back on the glove and the training continues until the bating stops.  Bating actually aides in the training process as it exhausts the bird and makes it more susceptible to continued training.

Following several hours of placing and removing the hood, thereby training the bird to accept the hood, the bird is taken unhooded and on the fist for an introduction to her new surroundings.  This introduction could last several days and continues until she can sit calmly, unhooded, on the glove or perch with all manner of activity surrounding her.

Feeding

The next step is to train the falcon to overcome her fear of the falconer and accept food from him.  As food is used to teach her what is required of her, no real progress toward the creation of a hunting bird is made until the pair can communicate via food.  This step simulates how its mother fed her while she was a chick, thereby making it much easier to bridge the predator gap.

The meat is placed before the falcon so that the food can be smelled; then her beak, breast and feet are touched with it.  This is done to rouse the falcon so that she will snap at the object that has rubbed against her.  She will, as she bites the offering, be attracted by its taste and will eat part or all of it.  She will then be so eager to feed that she will not be distracted by unfamiliar sounds; and for that reason also now is the time for the falconer to make some caressing vocal appeal, encouraging her to eat.” 18

These small tidbits are placed on the glove where you entice her to bend her head forward to eat.  This means death in the wild and therefore she is quite afraid to bend over and expose the back of her head to the falconer.  Eventually she will comply and the first great milestone in trust between the falconer and his charge has occurred.  During the next step, the bird is placed on her perch and the tidbits are offered, on the glove, a few inches away.  Within a short period of time, the falcon realizes that she can hop to the glove and receive a reward for it.  From this point forward, the training will progress rapidly.  The falconer gradually increases the distance until the falcon is making short flights to the glove every time it is offered
At this point, the falconer may introduce the use of a whistle to associate food with an easily recognizable sound.

Flying on Creance

The falcon is then taken outside and is attached to the creance to fly in her natural environment while following the new lessons she has learned.  Using the whistle, the falconer offers the falcon tidbits on the glove as before or offers her the lure.  This training continues until she responses each time she is called.  

“The best means for securing the falcon is a slender cord of suitable length.  While its chief value is to prevent the bird form flying away during her first flights from the fist, it must be long enough to permit her to reach the lure.  The creance is used because in her first flights form the falconer’s hand and in her initial trips to the lure (while she is being taught not to fly away from her master) she is not allowed to fly free but is “entrusted” to the line, lest in her lean and wild condition she prefer the freedom of the skies to settling on the lure.”19
Finally, after sufficient time has past and the falconer feels the falcon is ready, the creance is removed, her bells attached and she is released to fly free.  If the falconer has properly done his job, she will respond as trained and follow all of the commands she has learned from her new human companion.

Chap. VIII.
Hunting

Falcons

There are two basic styles of hunting which reflect the natural styles of the two different types of raptors.  With falcons, the bird is carried, hooded, on the fist to the field where quarry can be found.  She is then unhooded, she rouses (shakes and fluffs her feathers), takes a look around and then flies from the glove.  She then spirals up to a great height and “waits on” while the hunting party and their dogs work the field below.  Once the quarry is pointed and flushed, the falcon will fold her wings and plummet earthward at speeds of over 100 miles per hour, striking her intended target from the sky.  She then glides down to collect her highly earned prize at which point she will await her human companion.  Slowly, the falconer approaches the pair and offers his falcon a trade.  If the falcon chooses, she will relinquish her kill in favor of the tidbit offered by the falconer, at which point he hides the kill in his bag, hoods his charge and moves on to hunt at a different location.
Hawks

Hawks, on the other hand, being natural perch hunters, are usually flown from the fist.  Again, the hunting party and their dogs search for suitable prey and once it flushes, the hawk takes flight and tail chases his prey, flying close to the ground.  In the case of large rabbits and hares, it is important that the falconer approach quickly to help his hawk dispatch his quarry as the rabbit is quite capable of severely hurting or even killing the bird with its strong hind legs.
Noble Quarry
During the late 15th and early 16th centuries, a favorite sport amongst the noble elite was the hunting of cranes with Peregrine falcons.  Cranes, being much larger than the Peregrine, were a difficult prey, however these flights were not intended to kill the crane.  The falcon was cast off once a crane was spotted and she would attempt to fly the crane lower and lower until it would crash to the ground.  At which point, the noble would attach a small golden ring, inscribed with his mark, to the crane’s leg.  It was considered a great accomplishment to capture a crane with several rings attached. 

According to Hywel the Good, a leading Welsh prince who is found attesting charters of the English King Athelstan (925-39), notes that the royal falconer was to be especially honored by the King when his hawk killed one of the three sought-after birds: a bittern, a heron or a curlew (crane).  The King would hold his falconer’s horse while the falconer dismounted to separate the hawks from the captured birds and hold his stirrup again while he remounted. earliest attempts of human beings to form cooperative hunting teams such as man, dog and hawk, in the taking of game birds or mammals, every possible variety of dog has been utilized.  The dog has been a keystone of the hunting team since the days prior to recorded history and certainly pre-dates falconry, as we know it.  Bas-reliefs found in Babylon, created more than 2500 years ago, show us the oldest pictorial history we have to falconry as it existed showing dogs that were on hand to help the falconer and his hawk locate and take game. locate and flush quarry.  In most period hawking pictorials, a number of dogs of all varieties are shown engaged in supporting falconry activities.  
The first recognizable breeds were the Saluki and Greyhound used by the people of the Middle East to hunt large hare with Saker falcons.  When falconry advances were brought home with the returning Crusaders, dogs were employed to help When falconry advances were brought home with the returning Crusaders, dogs were employed to help locate and flush quarry.  In most period hawking pictorials, a number of dogs of all varieties are shown engaged in supporting falconry activities.  

One breed that has enjoyed many centuries as a treasured falconry companion, and is the breed I own, is the Vizsla.  This sleek, short-haired, rusty gold pointer can trace its ancestry to the Magyar warriors who, around the eighth century, overran and settled the area that later became the Hungarian nation.  In 1375 a group of Carmelite friars, under the direction of Hungarian King Lajos the Great, wrote the Illustrated Chronicle, which includes information about the breed.  From then to the present, Hungarian literature offers a reasonably complete history of this breed. A versatile breed, meaning they will track, point, flush and retrieve, the Vizsla was jealously guarded by the Hungarian nobility, refusing to export the breed.

Ferrets 
often used hunting companion to the falconer was the ferret.  A slender carnivore derived from the wild European Polecat (Mustela putoris), its use in falconry covers many centuries.  Ferreting rabbits is one of the oldest European hunting and sporting techniques. However, hawking with ferrets was not the sport of Kings.  In earlier Western European history, ferreting was not a sport but the work of full time warreners whose living depended on producing rabbit meat and fur. 

The basics of working a ferret and hawk together, for the purpose of increasing the number of rabbits flushed under the hawk, is similar today as in period.  The falconer simply locates a rabbit hole, places the ferret in the hole, the rabbit bolts out of the hole and is pursued by the hawk. 

Chap. IX.

Conclusion
Unfortunately, the Golden Age of Falconry came to an end with the invention of the firearm.  The leisure class now had a new toy with which they could continue to hunt.  For the modern falconer, it is good that the sport never completely died out.

Falconry is a unique pastime in that the technology of the sport has changed very little.  As a modern falconer reads through copies of the period falconry masters (i.e. Frederick II, Dame Julyans Barnes, Latham, Turbervile, etc.) he is struck with the fact that this Sport of Kings is practiced today much as it has been since this subject was first written about.  My experiences as a modern falconer are much the same.  However, I have the unique opportunity, through my interest in researching history, to pursue and learn my beloved art in the same way as a falconer of the Middle Ages and Renaissance.

Terminology

Aerie:


the nest of a raptor.

Austringer:
to purists, someone who flies hawks, eagles, and owls.

Aylmeri: 
short leather anklet and jesse combination used to secure the falcon to the perch or fist.  A modern piece of equipment.

Bate:
when the bird attempts to fly, while leashed, away from the glove or perch.

Bewit:
short piece of leather that fastens the bells to the falcon’s leg.

Block:

perch for falcons.

Brancher:
young bird taken just as it was beginning to stray from the nest, but before it learned how to make extended flights.

Cadger:
a person who carried falcons to the field on a perch, or cadge, hanging from the neck.

Casting:
a pellet of undigested material consisting of bone, fur, feathers, etc.

Cast off:

letting the falcon fly from the fist.

Cere:
the soft skin around the bird’s beak.

Creance:
a long, leash that is used in training to prevent the bird from flying off.

Crop: 
the small pocket at the top of the breast where the falcon stores food before digesting it.

Deck Feathers:
the two center tail feathers.

Eyass:
a chick taken from a wild nest or aerie and raised in captivity.

Falcon:
strictly speaking, a female peregrine falcon.

Falconer
a person whom a falcon has concluded is its best meal ticket and a good guide to where to search for prey.

Gerkin:

a male gyrfalcon.
Gyrfalcon:

a female gyrfalcon.

Hack:
a training technique where the young eyass is allowed to fly free but trained to return home to get food.

Haggard:
a mature bird that has reached its full plumage.

Hawking:
hunting with hawks and eagles instead of falcons.

Hood:
equipment that covers the falcon’s head preventing her from seeing her 

Imping:
a method of repairing damaged feathers by splicing healthy ones together

Intermewed:
term applied to a bird that has been held in captivity through the molt.

Jesses:


leather straps attached to birds' legs.

Manning:
to accustom a falcon to man and his surroundings.

Mantling:
attitude when bird protectively huddles on kill with wings and tail spread and defies being touched.

Mews:
a multi-unit housing facility for falcons, hawks, etc.

Molt:
the period in which a bird drops its feathers and grows in new ones.

Mutes:

a raptor’s droppings.

Nares:

a raptor’s nostrils.

Passager:
a young bird taken into captivity during its first migration.

Rouse:
when a raptor shakes her feathers.  Usually done after removing the hood and after preening.

Stoop:
a swift dive from high altitudes by a falcon intent on capturing prey.

Tiercel:

a male peregrine falcon.

Waiting on:
circling high above the falconer’s head 

while searching for quarry.
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Auntie Anastasia’s Recipe Page

So many people said such nice things about the Hunt Feast that I will put some of the recipes in the next few issues for you all to enjoy. There was a blight on the gooseberries so we had to use blueberries

Working Recipe

1 quart gooseberries

1 cup sugar

1 cup water

1/4 cup whipping cream

2 to 3 Tbl. Sugar

Buy the largest gooseberries that you can find, since small ones are a nuisance to clean. Pick off the stem and flower ends, wash the berries in cool water, and drain them. Make a syrup by cooking the cup of sugar with the water over medium-high heat for five minutes, watching carefully to see that the syrup does not boil over. Add the gooseberries, lower the heat to simmer, and cook until the berries are tender but not broken-about ten minutes.

Remove a few of the berries with enough syrup to cover them and set aside to garnish the dish. Puree the rest of the berries with half the remaining syrup-it should make a rather thick puree. If seeds bother. Strain the puree through a fine sieve.

An hour before you plan to serve, whip the cream until it is stiff. Taste the pureed berries; if you think more sweetening is needed, stir in the additional two Tbl. Of sugar, half a spoonful at a time. Fold the pureed berries into the cream and spoon the mixture into a chilled serving bowl. 

The Mysteries of St. Albans

Five years ago a package arrived in my mailbox. Although the parcel was flat, and felt like a book, I carefully punctured a small hole in one corner and with a penlight peered inside. It was indeed a book. I opened the package and pulled the item out. There was a note taped to the front of the book: 

Detective O'Shea,
Having read this book, and the legends surrounding it, I thought you'd be interested in this. It's over 500 years old, yet surrounded by undocumented claims of printer and actual authorship. Please help me solve this mystery.
J.B.I.
I picked the envelope back up. There appeared to be several postmarks on the package. It was obvious that it had been mishandled by several local postal offices before finally making it to me. There'd be no way for me to correctly identify where it had originally been placed for shipment. A 500 year old cold case. This was indeed going to be difficult. J.B.I. had me intrigued. I began my own investigation. The following notes, taken during the investigaion . The following notes, taken during the investigation , are just that-notes. No clear path to the guilty parties has been found. My nose is 
The Book
The Book of St. Albans was first printed in the year 1486. The book's title, however, is somewhat misleading, as it does not follow the normal conventions for naming. Although the title reads The Book "of" St. Albans, it is not about Saint Albans- the town, abbey, or Saint. The Book of St. Albans can be considered a compilation of gentlemanly activity as it contained three separate works within it's binding. The three works were those of Hunting, Hawking, and Heraldry. The heraldry section contains two categories - Coats of Arms and Blazons.

Wynkyn de Worde, William Caxton's apprentice, and successor after Caxton's death in 1491 , gave us the only clue to the identity of the man who first printed the Book of Saint Albans.

Wynkyn reprinted a book which had been printed in 1473 by the school master printer titled "The Chronicles of England". De Worde ends the book with "Here endeth the Chronycle of Englande with the fruit of tymes; compiled in a book and emprynted by one sometyme Scholemaster of St. Albans, on whose soul God has mercy

This simple ending thus dubbed the man who printed the Book of St. Albans as "The Scholemaster Printer", and as such he's been known for 500 years. De Worde had made it known that the schoolmaster printer was accountable for six works. Four were in French, with the remaining two in English. Those two were the Boke of St. Albans ' and The Chronycle of Englande.

Mystery #1 Who printed the book?

Suspects: John Insomuch and Otwel Fulle

Possible Deduction: John, last name unknown, established a printing press at, or near, the Abbey of St. Albans. This is the only citation found to date giving any credence to John Insomuch. Obviously an alias, no true name known. I see nothing that could refer him as a schoolmaster at all.

Suspect #2: Otwel Fulle
Last known whereabouts: House St. Albans, London England
Detective notes: The first time that the actual name, House St. Albans, appeared in the Westminster Abbey Muniments was for the years 1473-74. It is within these records almost ten years later that we find Muniment record WAM 23879 for the years 1482-83.
This record follows the general heading for St. Albans in the Sacrist Rolls.. The Sacrist rolls were the account receivable and payable rolls before they were renamed "The Steward Books" in 1564.
This record shows a payment of 10 shillings for rent of living space to the west of the Abbey. Dr. Scott had stated that as 'Master of Westminster Grammar School, it would seem that he (Otwel) would have lived in the house known as St. Albans in the precincts. 
As the reader first views the map below, it may seem odd that a school master would live in such a large house. It is important to note that another muniment record, WAM 19723, shows the house rented to Robert Stowell, master mason of the Abbey. The house, based on these records, shows that the house was divided and rented to multiple people employed by the Abbey.
Although the house did not disappear until 1890, the name 'House St. Albans" disappears during the middle of the eighteenth century.
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This map was created to show the different properties owned by William Caxton within the Abbey Precincts. If you look to the right of the Chapter House, you will see the House St. Albans. This is the only map yet to be discovered that shows the actual location of the House St. Albans.

Possible Deduction: Otwel Fulle printed the Book of St. Albans while living in the House St. Albans in London, England in the year 1486. Six books have been counted for by Wynkyn de Worde that was printed by Otwel Four was printed in French, and two he printed in English. Wynkyn de Worde reprinted, and acknowledged their original printing to the "Scholemaster Printer" Otwel stated in the colophons of his books the words 'apud villa Sancti Albani'. Translated, with the current information, resources, and maps, it is evident that this can be translated as 'at the House Saint Albans'.



Printer Overview and status: 2 known suspects, one an actual schoolmaster. Requests for information have been issued for additional records for John Insomuch, including the local schoolmaster in St. Albans as well as their local legends / historian experts.

Mystery #2 Who wrote the Boke of St. Albans?


Suspect #1: Dame Julianna Berners 
Last known whereabouts: Sopwell Priory
Detective notes: Prioress of the nunnery of Sopwell, near St. Alban's; a lady of noble family, and celebrated for her learning and accomplishments. Legend names her as daughter of Sir James Berners, or Berners Roding, in Essex, Knight, & Sister to Richard Lord Berners. She was Lady Prioresse of Sopwell, a Nunnery neere St. Albons.The last line of the hunting treatise reads "explcit dame Julyans Barnes in her boke of huntyng
Possible Deduction: No documented evidence has been found on either Julianna, or her supposed knight/father James. The rolls and accounts of Westminster Abbey have been searched and there are no accounts listed for Berners or Barnes. John Leland, antiquarian, mentions nothing of Dame Julianna, either. Leland makes notes of important people and writers within the church during the time of the resolution.
Although she cannot be fully discounted, no evidence has been brought forward to prove her existence.

Suspect #2: Multiple authors
Last known whereabouts: Unknown
Detective Notes: Reading through the separate works of the Boke of St. Albans offers evidence of different authorship. Sentence structure, style, and spelling differ from one treatise to another. Also, whereas one treatise appears to be written from and educational 'how to' point of view, another is a blunt and forward, "Listen to me!" point of view. Lastly, The end of the Book of Blazons reads, "Here endeth the Book of Blazons of Arms, translated and compiled at Saynt Albans."
Possible Deduction: Several writers were involved in the writing of the multiple treatises. A single author would not have to translate and compile their own work.

Suspect #3: Anna Fulle
Last known whereabouts: House St. Albans


Detective Notes: In the Westminster Abbey muniments, for the rolls of 1491/92 it shows that Otwel donated a sum of money to preserver his wife, "Anna's" pew space. Although the book is attributed to Dame Juliann, the word 'dame' doesn't just refer to a nun or prioress. Dame can also mean teacher.
Possible Deduction: Anna Fuller, Otwel's wife, was a teacher. It was she who compiled and translated the various treatises and presented them to her husband for printing.

Suspect #4: Anonymous Pseudonym
Last known whereabouts: The road from London to the town of St. Albans
Detective notes: View the map below. Start at St. Albans and head south, towards London, and you'll see the following in this order: St. Albans, Sopwell House, St. Julians Hospital, and Sopwell Barnes.
Possible Deduction: The printer, whoever he was, may have formed the pseudonym Dame Julianna Barnes while traveling from St. Albans to London, or in reverse.
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Liam O'Shea is a 15th century Irishman Although he spends his time between Mainz and London studying the art of Printing, he still finds time for his favorite love - the art of angling. Bill Kenton is a Systems Operations

 Analyst for a large Midwest bank.  He spends time looking for ways to help foster youth activities and interests in the SCA, as well as furthering the knowledge of medieval hunting and fishing.  He still, however, finds

 time for his favorite love- the art of angling.  Feel free to visit my angling research page.  www.farreaches.org/fishing  
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The Celestial Pack II

Duke Jafar & King Osis were watching the hounds at play when They heard the horn sounding a strange set of notes.

“The horn sounds”, said Jafar, “but what do these notes mean?”

“Two hounds come to join Us”, answered Osis, “both of them Yours….Belle and Frankie”.

“Belle?” puzzled Jafar. “She should have been here weeks ago.”

“I know”, answered Osis, “but she waited for Frankie. She knew his time was close and didn’t want him to cross alone.”

“A fine hound”, replied Jafar, as he set out for the Rainbow Bridge, followed by Osis. The rest of the Celestial Pack left their play and trailed behind. The group of men and hounds arrived at the Bridge just as the two greyhounds paused at the other side…. one frail and weak, the other bruised and shattered.

“They are Mine..I will greet them”, Jafar said, as he strode across the Bridge.

Belle, for all her injuries, stared calmly at Jafar, whilst Frankie lay quietly, averting his gaze.

“Belle, you left Aiden too soon”, said Jafar, “but you know your place here is secure. Thank you for waiting for Frankie.” He turned to the weary brindle next to her. “Frankie, I know you wore the colors of the Horde on Earth. Will you run for the Celestial Pack until Nina comes for you? For here at the Rainbow Bridge there is neither Horde nor Crown, but only the Pack.”

Frankie looked across the Bridge at the waiting Pack, many of whom he had run with in times past. He slowly stood up and took his place next to Jafar, as Belle steadied him from the side. The three of them crossed the Bridge to face Osis and the rest of the Pack.

“Hounds of the Celestial Pack”, intoned Osis, “greet your new Pack mates!” He called forth the Pack, one by one:

“Aces High, of Midrealm”

“A-Me-Go, of Midrealm”

“Ariel, of Meridies”

“Colt, of Meridies”

“Cutie, of An Tir”

“Digger, of Trimaris”

“Duncan, of Midrealm”

“Erromani, of AEthelmearc”

“General, of Midrealm”

“Lookin, of Trimaris”

“Madeline, of Artemesia”

“Magic, of Meridies”

“Muskrat, of Meridies”

“Pest, of Artemesia”

“Sheba, of AEthelmearc”

“Streaker, of Ansteorra”

“Stumah, of AEthelmearc”

“Sunni, of An Tir”

“Swift, of Midrealm”

“Velvet, of Midrealm”

One by one, the hounds of the Celestial Pack came forward to greet Belle and Frankie. As nose touched nose, Belle’s injuries began to heal, and Frankie became stronger and stronger. As the last hound gave its greetings, Belle and Frankie became whole and young once more.

Osis raised His hand in benediction. “Welcome, my two friends,” he said. “Run free and strong until those whom you have loved come to join you. There are fat rabbits for the chasing, and shade and cool water when the chase is done.”

Belle shook herself from nose to tail, and giving Frankie a playful nip on the shoulder, led the way into the fields by the Rainbow Bridge. One by one, racing or frolicking as their nature dictated, the rest of the Pack followed.

And HOWL, O Hounds!! Howl unto the Heavens, for Belle and Frankie hath departed this mortal plane. They go ahead, to prepare a place for us at the Gods’ great table and to run with the finest hounds of the Knowne World.

THL Samira Umm’ al Harith

July, AS XXXVIII
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THL Samira Umm' al Harith , GdS (AnTir), CE (Midrealm) is a 13th C Bedouin from the Hejaz who was kidnapped and taken to England when her father made an extremely ill-timed pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1248. She now lives near York with the descendents of her father's horses and hounds that were taken at the same time.   Edie Bain is a retired communications technician who ran away from home at the age of 55 and now lives in Kentucky with her horses and hounds. 

Recap of the Earnrokke Summer Hunt Event

The event is the first of its kind in AnTir and it was well attended. The weather was iffy, but managed to be beautiful because our Autocrat Donwenna said it MUST be because whenever she autocrats the weather is always fine.

We had lots of dogs at this event, wonderful greyhounds and other types and dog coursing went on throughout the day.

I hosted a contest for dog barding. The two categories were most period looking and most adorable.

Here are the winners: Most period looking
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These two were so great! The coats were of a tapestry fabric and they had collars that were done in a period style

Most Adorable: Zeuz!
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I also had a contest for a Hunt Lunch or how would hunters have taken their lunch?
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I had one entrant, but it was an incredible entry!! It was put on by the Abbey of St. Incipient as if the Abbess herself had attended the hunt. This was put on by three lovely ladies of the Abbey.

Here are some shots of the Hunt Course
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                                            Duchess Angharad (Soon to be Majesty)
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   The winner, THL Thorkel Harraldsson.
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This is Maximus (rider is Giraldus) ; he didn’t want to go through the course so Lord Guillaume had to encourage him !
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These are a couple of shots of the Feast
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Here is our lovely Donwenna

Making announcements and 

Giving out thank you’s

Summer Hunt lunch

A meal prepared by the Abbey of St. Incipient for Wolfstan, abbey master of hounds

Hunt lunch

A meal prepared by the Abbey of St. Incipient, by order of Abbess Hildegard for WolftBecause the abbey IS an abbey, we know it was established in Anglo-Saxon times (the Normans established no women’s houses higher than a priory). By noontide of this Summer Hunt, the house is under Norman influence (and therefore our sisters, who are all from the nobility, might be interested in the Hunt – the abbess in particular), yet our house has Anglo-Saxon background and practices.  Consult ye, therefore, “A Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Food, Processing and Consumption” by Ann Hagen as our basic documentation, referred to by page numbers below.

In Benedictine houses, the main meal was at noon or later. In houses that strictly followed The Rule, flesh meats were not normally eaten, although if our abbess is participating in a hunt, this must be late enough (late 1100s? early 1200s?) that she, like many religious leaders of high standing, so indulges. In sooth, why else hunt?  Ours is a lower-class luncheon – the meal for our master of hounds, who is an abbey servant but of higher standing than most. When he eats in the company of his betters, he eats particularly well.

Between 960 and 1216, English monasteries would have served a main, mid-day meal of bread (the mainstay of both monastic and Anglo-Saxon diets), two cooked dishes and “a third dish of fresh vegetables and fruit if such were available.”  (p74, 120).

Ale is a given. Fish would be eaten with milk, but this is not a fish day. Otherwise, wine, ale, mead, cider/fruit wines, or water were drunk. (p74)  Our ale was brewed by Sister Signy and is most hearty stuff, worthy of visions and rapture.

The bread could be flat or leavened; white for the upper classes, dark for lower-class meals. Ours is a dark loaf prepared by Sister Rebekah. In a monastery, bread would have been baked in a central facility. If dairy products were available, and this is the right time of year for freshened animals, it was generally eaten with butter, sometimes with other spreads involving cheese, herbs or vegetables. Loaves were given as alms and in payment to servants. In this period, loaves also were used as trenchers. (p18-19, 71)The cooked dishes would have been of “cereals, beans or other pulse, eggs, cheese and the like” (p120).  The head table eats of flesh meat at the hunt – poultry (possibly chicken, a medieval delicacy) is pictured in one manuscript version of Gaston Phoebus’ “Master of Game” – but today those below the salt do not.

The abbey sends instead cheese.  Hagen makes mention of soft and hard cheese in the Anglo-Saxon diet, from cows, ewes or goats’ milk. Ours is goat cheese made by Sister Michelle, daughter in sooth to our abbess. Interestingly, Hagen refers to making such cheese with vinegar (p29), which is Sister Michelle’s normal method.

The abbey sends also one dish of cooked eggs – a custard tart (sweet dishes not being saved to the end of a meal).  “Features of the Anglo-Norman recipes which arguably represent the native English tradition are custard tarts with dried fruit, strawberries, blackberries and pears, hawthorn and rose flowers,” according to Hagen (p64).  The abbess, as a mark of her favor, has instructed that her master of hounds this day shall eat of such a tart, prepared by Sister Signy of eggs, milk and the petals of roses (antique varieties Belle de Crecy and Phillipe de Revoir) taken from the abbey garden.

For ease in consumption, because this meal will be served out of doors, and because spring is a plentiful time for eggs, we also consider sending eggs that be boiled – a common Anglo-Saxon means of cooking meat, and one Anglo-Saxon means of cooking eggs (p58).  Eggs from all variety of birds, wild and domestic, were eaten; ours are from chickens. Or, at the cook’s preference, we may send a pot of beans cooked with bits of bacon. To season either, there may be green onions chopped fine, parsley and garlic or possibly poppy seed (p64), all in season or stored over the winter from the abbey garden.

Vegetables and fruits were eaten as they became available.

At St. Gall, the kitchen garden plan lists onions, leeks, celery, radishes, carrots (white, purple or black – orange carrots were introduced in 17th century HollandoHo), parsnips, garlic, shallots, lettuce, cabbage, parsley, dill, chervil, marigold, coriander, poppy and “corn campion.”  The good sisters grow many of these.  In addition to being eaten fresh, the vegetables could be used as flavorings for cereal or bean dishes or could have been served with bread (p64).

Anglo-Saxons also harvested a host of wild plants, including hawthorn buds that were eaten with their bread and cheese (“A Second Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Food and Drink, Production and Distribution,” Hagen, p43). Yet, our hawthorns are now in full leaf and long past flowering. Cherries and strawberries, both ripe and represented in the abbey gardens and orchards, are mentioned in both Anglo-Saxon and Norman cookery. Yet small birds have in their gluttony stripped the lower branches of our cherry trees bare.  We offer instead this day radishes, small parsnips and strawberries.

Thus do we, as our blessed Saint has instructed, teach what we know, learn what we can – and have fun. In hope, humility and good humor. Amen.

Abbess Hildegard, general inspiration & pottery

Sister Godith, documentation, fruits, veggies & herbs

Sister Signy, ale, rose custard tart, cooked beans, boiled eggs

Sister Rebekah, bread

Sister Michelle, goat cheese

How - and why - the lunch was served:
(Primary source: “A Second Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Food and Drink, Production and Distribution,” Ann Hagen)

Hospitality was a recognized obligation in Saxon and Christian times, but it also was a legal duty of nobles and monastic houses to provide for the servants and animals of traveling Anglo-Saxon kings, and their Norman successors. Anglo-Saxon royalty did not travel with huge retinues; even so, this apparently was an onerous obligation, evidenced by the numerous landowners who bought exemptions (p331). Documents from the period show that providing for huntsmen was a noticeable portion of required victualing. 

“Ahwine paid 300 shillings in 855 to exempt Blockley Minster from feeding the king’s or ealdorman’s huntsmen... Other exemptions are from the provisioning of hawks, huntsmen, horses and their attendants... In one exemption of 845, Beorhtwulf freed an estate from provisioning the king (his retainers) and feeding of royal huntsmen, horses, falcons, hawks and the servants that lead the hunting dogs.” (p331)

“Ninth-century Mercian charters grant immunity from feeding foestingmen and the minders of hawks, dogs and horses. An example is the charter of Brihtwulf in 844 where monasteries are to be free from the entertainment of ealdormen and from the burden of foestingmen, and from the entertainment of men who bear hawks or falcons, or lead dogs or horses... A grant of land of 848 freed a monastic estate from provisioning huntsmen...” (p345)


We can assume that the abbess of St. Incipient is either visiting another noble for today’s hunt, and therefore her master of hounds must be fed at his tables, or she is hosting the hunt on abbey land and is therefore providing food for a variety of servants – hers and others’.

Meals could have been taken to the huntsmen in like manner, or they could have carried a small amount of food with them. But most illustrations of huntsmen in action do not show them carrying baskets or bundles that might hold lunch. They are weighed down by lures, nets, leashes, horns, and the occasional pouch (referred to in hawking and hound 

Either way, we have not found written documentation on exactly what and how servants ate at such events. Meals were often taken to agricultural workers in the field, from Anglo-Saxon times on – delivered by a child or person not strong enough to join in the farm work. Or workers may have taken food with them; they could have done so using something called a “beever barrel,” birch boxes that are still built in Scandinavia for this purpose, baskets or a cloth. St. Cuthbert may have stumbled onto such a meal in the story of a winter journey that tells of his miraculous discovery, in the thatched eaves of a deserted dwelling, of a warm loaf and meat carefully wrapped in a linen cloth. (p330)

treatises, and therefore presumably used to hold hunting equipment) – but rarely carry extra baskets or bundles.

Illustrations from one of the existing copies of “Master of Game” by Gaston Phoebus, housed in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris (highlights printed as “Medieval Hunting Scenes,” translated by J.Peter Tallon, text by Gabriel Bise), show nobles and men who appear to be huntsmen at outdoor tables, eating in the same vicinity.  Presumably the meal was served by a crew of servants present for that purpose. Presumably, also, the master ate finer and more varied fair, based on general “above and below the salt” practices, although this illustration shows at least one golden plate of poultry on each table.  Chicken, Hagen notes, was an Anglo-Saxon delicacy, although birds of all feathers were eaten. (p126)
Our lunch – since we have found no written documentation on what actually was served to the lower classes at a noble’s hunt meal – reflects what would have been appropriate for the servants of a monastery, and the implements they normally might have used: a knife, possibly wooden spoons and bowls, bread trenchers that were in general use during the Anglo-Saxon and Norman periods and would certes have been handy at an outdoor event. Our (soft) cheese is wrapped in linen. 
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Revelers at the “Master of Game” lunch appear to be eating poultry, onions or leaks, and small loaves of bread. The folk not seated at the main table are drinking from small kegs or casks; lacking those, we’re presuming simple pottery (our cups were made by Raven the Potter, of the cloister staff), leather drinking vessels or possibly horn cups would have been appropriate to the time. 

              The sisters of the 

            Abbey of St. Incipient

Upcoming events

October 2, 2005

THL Samira Umm’ al Harith, Hound master of the Huntly Pack (The Queen’s Pack) in Midrealm, is teaching at an event. The event is the Second Knowne World Animal Symposium and will be held in the Midrealm, Henry, Il, about 100 miles SW of Chicago. The event will be September 30-
She will be teaching Hound classes.

List of Local Contacts

Guild Head

THL Donwenna de La Mareschale, 
Donna DeBonis, DVM

250 NE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-240-8888 (ask for Dr. DeBonis)  drdonna@pioneernet.net

Editor

Baroness Anastasia Alexandrovna Andreeva (OL)

Marilee G. Humason, 

18724 12th ave NE Shoreline, WA 98155 

206-365-0413  stasiwa@yahoo.com

Royal Equestrian of AnTir

THL Agelos Evienece

Dave Cadwell

agelos@pioneernet.net
Inter-Kingdom Contacts

AnTir

Donwenna La Mareschale (Donna DeBonis)

Hunt Guild Minister

drdonna@pioneernet.net
360.320.2015

Ealdormere

Magnus Kjrr-Thorgierson (Chris Kerr)

ckerr@spectranet.ca
905-338-9642

Midrealm

THL Samira Umm' al Harith

Hound master, Huntly Pack,

e.bain@att.net
859-643-0321

Midrealm

THL Samira Umm' al Harith

Hound master, Huntly Pack,

e.bain@att.net
859-643-0321

Calontir

Mevanwy de Courtecadeno

guinefort@aol.com
greyt_girl@yahoo.com
West Kingdom


Siobhan ni Seaghdha, OP       .

Dianne Karp

dkarp@juno.com
775-969-3258

East Kingdom

Madra De DraganCru'b

(formerly Duchess Moruadh of An Tir Caillte)

Jess Barabe

508-673-4017

chiennoir09@yahoo.com

East Kingdom Marshal of Hounds

Artemisia

Mu'allemah Yasmeena, OL, OP, Cd'O, etc

"The Equestrian Mistress"

Minister of the Royal Stables of Artemisia

Mounted Companion of the Lance of St. Anne

http://lanceofstanne.homestead.com/yasmeena.html
Trimaris

HL Randwulf æt Blacwulveslea

Kingdom Marshal of the Hunt, Trimaris

lordrandwulf@yahoo.com
Aethelmearc

Pavla de la Satu Mare

(Paula Brewer)

BMDL Animal Activities Guildmistress

pavla@zoominternet.net

724-553-2198
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