Trimarian Heralds' Handbook 

Field Heraldry for Greyhound Coursing

by Lord Duncan MacDhai of Roxburgh

Pursuivant-at-large, Kingdom of Meridies, S.C.A.

Greyhound coursing is different from both Heavy Weapons Tournaments and Equestrian events in that there is no winner or awards given. The hounds run a predetermined course chasing a lure. The course is laid out by the Houndsmaster and/or the Luremaster and is inspected and approved by the hound owners before the coursing begins.

Coursing in the S.C.A. is strictly to show the grace and agility of the hounds; to give the hounds exercise; and the populace pleasure in watching the hounds run. The hounds are neither timed nor raced.

The purpose of the Herald at these events is to:

1) Announce the event to the populace.

2) Introduce the Hounds, Owner / Handlers, and Officials.

3) Call the hounds "to the lure" (starting point)

Some of the hounds may be available for adoption and this fact would also be announced to the populace at the appropriate time.

The following are terms that the Coursing Herald should be familiar with: 

1) Kingdom Houndsmaster: Senior Kingdom Officer for hounds who may also be head of the Kingdom Coursing Guild. The Houndsmaster, like other kingdom officers, may appoint deputies over specific regions or activities. 

2) Event Houndsmaster: Senior Officer for hounds for the event.

3) Luremaster: This Officer is in control of the lure apparatus and the course. In some cases the Houndsmaster and the Luremaster may be the same person. Any questions or problems will be referred to and resolved by them. There is NO appeal!

4) Handler: Hounds will always be in the care of or under the supervision of a competent individual. This person will be the hounds owner or appointee.

5) Course: The track laid out with the lure, around which the hounds run.

6) Lure: The object which the hounds are chasing (usually a plastic bag) attached to a moving string. The lure may be powered either manually or electrically.

Some other terms that may be useful:

One (1) hound is referred to as a "Leash"; Two (2) hounds are a "Brace"; Three (3) or more hounds are a "Pack". A hound that is available for adoption is called a "Fosterling".

Order of Events at a typical coursing

1) As soon as possible after the Herald, Houndsmaster and/or Luremaster are on site they should meet to determine the place and time to start the actual running of the hounds. This time will determine when the preliminaries should start. (In a heavy weapons tournament this would be the equvalent of: Armor Inspection at _____am, and the tournament begins at _____am.) The preliminaries may take an hour or more depending on how many hounds will run, and would include registering the hounds and checking their papers; also the course may be laid out if it hasn’t already been done.

The Herald must be present for the preliminaries, with a supply of 3 x 5 index cards. As the hounds are registered, the Herald will record (using a separate card for each hound) the following information:

the hound’s full registered name 

calling [nick] name 

owner’s name 

handler’s name (if different from owner) 

whether or not the hound is available for adoption 

Any other interesting details about the hound or the owner that should be included when the hound is introduced in the arena. (See the sample card at the end of this article.) 

2) Masters and Owners determine the order the hounds will be called in the coursing and the herald arranges and keeps the 3x5 cards in this order until after the first heat.

3) Masters and Owners inspect the course. 

4) "Parade of Hounds": The Herald now leads the parade of hounds, masters, owners, handlers, banner bearers, and anyone else that wants to join in, from the arena or other gathering place through the site---past those areas where the populace is most likely to be congregated (Merchant Row, Feast Hall etc.)— Arriving back at the arena at the announced time for the coursing to begin.

Several times during the parade the herald will announce: "Oyez…Oyez…Make way for the Queen’s Hounds. A coursing will take place (give time and location)." Invite the populace to join the parade or meet at the arena for the coursing.

5) "The Coursing": When the parade arrives at the arena the populace should be invited to arrange themselves so to best observe the proceedings. The herald facing the "Royal Pavilion" (if there be one) or the populace makes a bow and using the afore mentioned 3x5 cards introduces each hound using the full registered name and called by (nick name), owned (or is a "fosterling" available for adoption) -- handled by _____. 

The hounds with their owner/handlers line up facing the Royals. When all the hounds have been introduced, the Herald requests that all pay their respects to the Crown and Populace.

The Herald now introduces the Houndsmaster and/or the Luremaster who will make any appropriate remarks they wish. The masters may invite any Royals to enter the arena and inspect the hounds and/or to release a hound during the coursing.

The inspection completed the arena is cleared. Masters will then take their positions, and deputies may be positioned on the outskirts of the arena to aid in retrieving the hounds or making repairs or adjustments to the course.

Hounds are called to the arena in a manner similar to fighters on the Tournament Field. The first (1st) hound called to run is called "to the lure" and would take position at the starting point. The second (2nd) hound is called "to the gate" and would take position at the entrance to the arena. The third (3rd) hound is called "to make ready" and would be ready to move to the arena gate when the first hound runs and is removed from the arena.

The Herald now instructs the Handlers to "Pay heed to the Luremaster" and retires to a position so as not to obstruct the running. (A suggestion to the herald: Make your announcements from a position close to the start of the course and then either step to the side or behind the "Luremaster" taking care not to trip over the string of the course.)

When the first hound has run, the Luremaster calls for the hound to be retrieved and removed from the arena.

The Herald now calls for the hound waiting at the gate "to the lure"— the hound previously called "to make ready" to come "to the gate" and the next (4th 3x5 card) "to make ready".

This procedure is repeated until all the hounds have run the course. After the last hound has run, the masters and owners will determine if a second round is to be run. They will also determine if the hounds will run singularly or in groups. The Herald will arrange the 3x5 cards accordingly and the second round will be called in the same manner as the first. This procedure is repeated for any subsequent rounds.

When the masters and owners indicate that the coursing has come to an end, then either the Master or the Herald should announce this to the populace and request a round of applause to show appreciation for the hounds and the entertainment.

6) Closing: At the end of the coursing the Herald should thank the populace for attending. Announce any classes that will be held concerning greyhounds and other activities taking place immediately following the coursing.

As a matter of courtesy, the herald should thank the Masters for the privilege of participating and to see if any assistance is needed to close the arena before leaving the area.

A short report should be written before leaving site. Give pertinent information about the coursing. This should be submitted to the Event Autocrat and the Event and local herald so that the coursing can be noted in their reports. As with all reports the coursing heralds should keep a copy for themselves.

In closing I would remind the "Coursing Herald" that all Heralds and Pursuivants are the "Voice of the Crown". The hounds are collectively referred to as "The Queen’s Hounds," thereby making the coursing herald specifically the "Voice of the Queen". Extra care should be taken in regards to courtesy and deportment while doing your duty on the coursing field.

Here’s hoping you will have many happy coursings!
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